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DVERTISING has been called a “‘ve- 
hicle of education.” Indeed: we can 
easily realize it is just this, if we but thi..k 
for a moment of the advertised products that 
enter into our work, our home, our service 
to others, and our recreation. ¢ Sunday 
School Times offers many practical sug- 
gestions in its weekly advertising columns. 





























“But if Not,—” 
By M. Mannington Dexter 


Daniel 3:17, 18 


KNOW my God is able to deliver ; 
Able to save from direst human ill; 
Able, as when He saved the Hebrew 
children, — 
Almighty still. 


But if, perchance, His plans are not as my 
plans ; 
If hid in darkness should my pathway be; 
If when I plead He does not seem to answer, 
Nor care for me — 


Then, though men scoff and bitterly deride 
me— 


Listen! I fling my challenge to the sky! 
God may deliver, but ¢f not, I'll trust Him, 
And trusting, die / 


4 
Not Our Throne of Judgment 


We all deserve God’s death-sentence. 
For, “As it is written, There is none 
righteous, no, not one”; “all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God”; and 


“the wages of sin is death.” And “we 


are sure that the judgment of God is ac- 
cording to truth” (Rom. 2:2). But God 


is a God of grace and love as well of 
judgment, and “God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sin- 
ners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). If 
we have received God's great gift of his 
Son as our Saviour, then we hear with 
joy his invitation: “Let us therefore come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, that we 
may obtain mercy, and find grace to help 
in time of need” (Heb. 4:16). A Pro- 
fessor of Philosophy in one of our large 
State Universities, who knows and loves 
the Lord and is a warm friend of THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times, writes in a per- 
sonal letter to the Editor: “Do let us 
bear up one another as we daily come be- 
fore the throne. How good it is to know 
that we have a Throne of Grace rather 
than a Throne of Judzment. It is mercy 
through judgment, for ‘Mercy and truth are 
met together ; righteousness and peace have 
kissed each other’ (Psa. 85: 10).” God can 
and does extend his mercy to all who be- 
lieve, because he and his Son were willing 
to have his righteous wrath poured out in 
judgment upon that Son as he bore our sins 
in his own body on the tree. The right- 
cous judgment of God makes possible our 
access to his Throne of Grace. 


= 
Why Take Less? 


Unbelief sometimes masquerades as 
humility. It may sound very humble to 
pray for a little more grace, a little more 
faith, a little more victory—but it ‘is 
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unbelief that offers such prayers. We find 
none of this timid, halting, little-by-little 
Christian life and praying in the New Tes- 
tament. It has been called the “Lilliputian 
heresy,” — that is, the heresy of substitut- 
ing littleness for the bigness of what God 
not only offers to us but requires of us. 
F. W. Ainley, a Keswick speaker whose 
messages ‘have been blessed to many, is 
quoted in the Keswick Calendar with this 
challenging word: “St. James speaks 
about faith really appropriating the prom- 
ises of God. Don’t believe in approxima- 
tion, getting a little better every day; be- 
lieve in appropriation, getting what you 
need now. That’s the Christian life.” Paul 
does not talk about the Christian getting 
a little more victory day by day; boldly 
he declares that “sin shall not have do- 
minion over you,” because “we are more 
than conquerors through him that loved 
us.” Shall we believe God’s Word, and 
take Him at His Word? To fail to do 
so is not humility, but unbelief. How much 
of our need can God meet today? A great 
deal of it? More of it than yesterday? 
Paul declares: “But my God shall supply 
ALL your need according to his riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 4:19). 
How much of God may we have dwelling 
in us today? May we be half filled? Or 
three-quarters filled? , Or nine-tenths 
filled? . Paul’s inspired prayer is “that ye 
might be filled with ALL the fulness of 
God” (Eph. 3:19). Why not begin be- 
lieving God today, and continue to do so 
moment by moment? 
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The Brightest Star in a Dark Sky 


throughout the world, followinz each 

other in such quick succession that 
it would seem the world is becomirig accus- 
tomed to their occurrence and impervious 
to their significance. But to us they are 
signals flashing the warning of the ap- 
proaching end time, bidding us watch and 
be ready. 

The signs are obvious to every believer 
whose heart and mind is submissive to the 
Word of God. Floods, famines, pestilences, 
earthquakes, appalling catastrophes, and the 
ever-hovering sinister figure of war are 
Icssons writ large for all to learn. Other 
signs point to the same end. The political 
world is a seething caldron, holding the 
restless antichristian forces, ever rising to 
the top, in preparation for the Man of Sin. 
In the ecclesiastical world. the rapidly de- 
veloping apostasy carries its deadly poison. 
In the social world the insatiable love of 


G trrosctont events are taking place 


pleasure, and the insurrection of the chil- 
dren, point to a fearful harvest. God's 
Word is mocked at and the Lord’s Day 
shockingly desecrated. It is no wonder, 
however, that people refuse to attend 
churches in view of the empty talk served 
up in so many pulpits. 

Some point out that the frivolity and un- 
godliness were just as rife in the days of 
John Bunyan. But there is a striking dif- 
ference. The ungodliness then was’ amid 
ignorance, but now amid intelligence and 
subsequent to great Gospel preaching and 
mighty movements of the Spirit of God. 
The third chapter of the Second Epistle 
to Timothy is being fulfilled before our 
cyes. 

Another sign of the approaching end is 
the limits of human achievement. In the 
realms of painting, scu!pture, and music 
do we not find deterioration instead of de- 
velopment? Where are those in art or 
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music who can compare with the masters © 


of the past? So is it in the sphere of liter- 
ature. Are the writers of today equal 
to the literary geniuses. whose brilliant 
lights starred the bygone days? The an- 
swer must be a decided negative. Turning 
to the world of science it would appear 
that the limit of achievement has been 
reached. Locomotion can hardly go far- 
ther in land or air.. And the limit of 
physical capacity to endure. the strain of 
the tremendous speeds attained has now 
been touched. The conquest’ of the air, 
hailed with such acclamation, has proved 
and will prove a curse to mankind. The 
development of the airplane as a weapon 
of warfare; carrying with it poisonous gases 
which can devastate a large city in a 
short time, exterminating thousands, can 
only be regarded as the stratagem of the 
malignant enemy of souls, “the prince of 
the power of the air.” 


Although the science of medicine has 
made great progress, yet deadly diseases 
have ‘sprung up, utterly baffling the phy- 
sicians. Apparently they have reached their 
limit. In other spheres of science, what is 
lacking in scientific discovery is made up in 
loud advertising display. But although there 
is much boasting, our present scientists 
cannot be ranked with the scientific dis- 
coverers of the past. In booming the 
evolution theory the President of the Brit- 
ish Association in 1927 declared that “when 
the final proof of evolution was discovered” 
it would be hailed by mankind. But not 
having presented the first proof, why boast 
about the final proof? This defying of God 
on the part of scientists is, of course, a 
sign of the age. 

Another flashing signal of the end time 
is the growth of spiritism. “The Spirit 
speaketh expressly, that in the latter times 
some shall depart from the faith, giving 
heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of 
devils” (1 Tim. 4:1), and this is exactly 
what is happening in our midst. The daily 
press has given such prominence to this 
Satanic teaching that it is known and prac- 
ticed throughout the world, and the way 
is being cleared for the Satanic delusion 
which will dominate the earth. These signs 
clearly show that we are moving toward 
the consummation of this age. 


Are we surprised at these things? Not 
with “the sure word of prophecy” in our 
hands, which is a “light that shineth in a 
dark place, until the day dawn, and the 
day star arise in your hearts” (2 Pet. 1: 
19). But while the sure word of prophecy 
lights up our way, like a flashing search- 
light upon a darkened sky, what hope does 
it bring, what comfort does it speak to our 
hearts? Its radiant gleams point forward, 
bidding us lift our eyes to the glad hope 
set before the children of God. 


That hope is the coming of the Lord. 
While all around is resounding clash and 
deepening confusion, God has given us this 
star of hope which can never be extin- 
guished. God’s grace streaming from his 
throne has brought us this hope, for we 
are called not only to turn to God from 
idols to serve the living and true God, but 
also to “wait for his Son from heaven” (1 
Thess. 1:9, 10). Alas, how blind some of 
God’s children are to this hope! And some 
are willfully blind, hearkening to the teach- 
ing of men rather than to the Word of 
God. But a reading through of the New 
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Testament would show that this star of 
hope illumines the pages from Matthew to 
Revelation. 

It is not for death, signs,‘ woes, the -Anti- 
christ, or the great tribulation we are to 
look, but the light of the Word leads us to 
“look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus 
Christ” (Phil. 3:20). God in grace has 
not only saved us from sin, and separated 
us unto his service, but set before us this 
glorious hope so that our serving should 
be gladdened with the joy of “waiting for 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 
Cor. 1:7). To be ignorant of this hope, 
or to be indifferent is to miss the divine 
calm and comfort amid the stress and strain 
of the ever-darkening days. The fond idea 
that the Gospel in this age will conquer 
the world is not to be found in the New 
Testament. That is not the hope of. the 
believer, but the sure promise that the Lord 
is coming to lift his Church out of a world 
that is fast hurrying to its doom. 

He is coming! ‘That is the hope which 
inspires the pilgrim amid the pressure of 
the daily life. “For the Lord himself shall 
descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of Gud: and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first: then we which are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air: and so shall we ever be with the 
Lord” (1 Thess. 4:16, 17). This is the 
joyous hope set before us. It is not the 
Lord coming to us at death, or to the 
earth, but his personal descent from Heaven 
to the air to meet his own. Those who 
“sleep in Jesus” shall rise first, and those 
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who are alive -and remain shalt be caught 
up, “in-a moment, in the. twinkling: of an 
eye” (1 Cor. 15:52), to meet him in the 
air. ‘The disciples saw him personally, 
bodily, go up into Heaven; and the word . 
stands written, “This same Jesus, which is 
taken up from you into heaven, shall so 
come in like manner as ye have seen him 
go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). Language 
could not make it plainer. Personally, 
bodily, the same Lord Jesus who went up 
into Heaven is coming again and this is 
our expectation. A believer may die, not 
must die. Death is not the expectation of 
the child of God, but the happy hope of 
the Lord’s coming, and our meeting him 
face to face. . 

Such is.the great, glad hope set before 
us, which God intended so to minister joy 
and gladness to our hearts that we are 
exhorted to “comfort. one another with 
these words” (1 Thess. 4:18). Amid 
the trials and temptations, the sorrows and 
sicknesses of life, we are to remind each 
other of our glorious hope in order that 
we may minister comfort and gladden and 
encourage each other. It is not the Tribu- 
lation we look forward to, for that would 
be no comfort, but the Second Advent of 
our blessed Lord and Saviour. 

A woman who for years had listened to 
the teaching that the saints are to pass 
through the Great Tribulation told a min- 
ister that when she learned of the Lord’s 
coming for his saints before that dreadful 
event, it was to her like a second conver- 
sion. Her soul was flooded with joy. And 
that is just what God meant this truth 

(Continued on page 23) 
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Can God Save One Who 
Does Not Want to Be Saved? 


Will yov please answer in- your Notes 
on Open Letters the question: Should we 
say, “God cannot save a sinner if he does 
not want to be saved”? Did Saul on his 
way to Damascus want to be saved or to 
become a Christian? (Acts 9.) Must not 
every sinner be made willing by the Spirit 
of God, first, before he will ask for for- 
giveness of his sins?—A South Dakota 
reader. 

If God cannot save those who do not 
want to be saved, then no one would have 
been saved since Adam fell. “The carnal 
mind is enmity against God” (Rom. 8: 7) ; 
it does not desire salvation nor want God. 
It was “when we were enemies” that “we 
were reconciled to God by the death of his 
Son” (Rom. 5:10). God made the first 
move for the salvation of lost men; men 
did not move toward God, but he moved 
toward men. “We love him, because he 
first loved us” (1 John 4:19). 

The South Dakota reader is right in 
pointing out that every sinner who is saved 
must first have been made willing -by the 
Spirit of God. The Holy Spirit convicts 
men of sin, and creates in them the con- 
sciousness of their need of salvation and 
a desire to be saved. Only then can a lost 
sinner cry: out to God for salvation, and 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and be 
saved. 

Yet there is truth in the statement that 


“God cannot save a sinner if he does not 
want to be saved.” That is, if a sinner 
to whom the Holy Spirit has spoken about 
sin and the death-penalty of sin, and about 
Christ as the only Saviour, turns away 
from the light thus given, resisting and 
with finality rejecting Christ as the only 
way of salvation, we may say reverently 
that God cannot save that sinner. God has 
done all that he can do in giving his Son 
as the sinner’s Substitute and Saviour; 
those who, in spite of this, show with 
finality that they do not want to be saved, 
are lost and beyond the power of God to 
save them. 


There is, of course, a deep mystery in 
all this. We know that God “will have 
all men to be saved, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2: 4). 
We know that the Holy Spirit works faith- 
fully, convicting men of sin and ‘pleading 
with them to accept Christ as their Sav- 
iour. We know that some respond by re- 
pentance and faith, others turn away and 
reject all that God offers them. Why some 
are saved and some are not is a mystery 
that we must leave with God. 


But in the case of every saved sinner, 
it is God who makes the first move and 
the last move. The former Editor of Tue 
SunvAy“Senoor; Times, .the late H. Clay 
Trumbull, used to tell. of an old saint who 
was asked how he was saved, and answered 
simply: “I resisted, and God did the rest.” 
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The Life Story of W. E. B 


How the most widely used book on the Second Coming grew 
out of a great need for just such a simp!» yet thorough study 
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tian business man gave a good deal 

of his time to attending Christian 
conventions and evangelistic meetings, and, 
while on railroad trains traveling about 
the country, he distributed Gospel tracts 
freely. In his Bible study he became in- 
terested in the promised return of the 
Lord, and, as he wanted to share “that 
blessed hope” with others, ‘he discovered, 
to his surprise, that there were no tracts 
he could find on this neglected truth. 

He went to a personal friend, H. G. 
Spafford, the writer of the greatly loved 
hymn, “It Is Well With My Soul,” and 
asked him if he would not write the needed 
tract. Spafford replied: “Oh, if I were 
to attempt to write something on that 
subject I would have to shut myself up 
in prayer for two weeks before I should 
dare to write a word.” 

Deeply impressed ‘by this statement, the 
young business.man went to see Dr. James 
H. Brookes, the St. Louis -pastor and 
preacher who, during his ministry, in- 
structed C. I, Scofield and many others 
in the truths of prophecy, and asked ‘him 
if he would write the tract. If he would, 
the young business man promised to publish 
it. But to his disappointment Dr. Brookes 
replied: “Oh, no,—you write it and I 
will publish it.” 


Because No One Else Would ° 


Unable to persuade anyone to prepare 
a brief message.on the truth of .the Lord’s 
return, the young business man himself, in 
fear and trembling, undertook the task. 
After much prayer he wrote and printed 
two tracts on the Lord’s return, and wher- 
ever he went he distributed these. *At 
conventions and other meetings of God’s 
people the tracts caused a real sensation 
and much discussion. When the author 
gave them out on railroad trains he was 
sometimes challenged by atheists or Uni- 
tarians to an argument, and whenever it 
was possible he would take time to answer 
such people, quietly and courteously, but 
never permit himself to -be drawn into 
acrimonious discussion. 

One day he went :to see another friend 
of his, Charles M. ‘Morton, an evangelist, 
to ask his advice about evangelistic work, 
tract distribution, and particularly about 
the two tracts on “Jesus Is Coming.” Mor- 
ton called the young man’s attention to 
the fact that anyone reading one of these 
two tracts would be’likely to want to read 
the other, since they were supplementary, 
and he advised that they :be brought ‘to- 
gether and published. as one tract. This 
advice was followed, and ‘the result was a 
paper covered booklet .of 96 pages, bearing 
on its title.page the simple inscription: 


Ste sixty years ago a young Chris- 


Jesus ‘Is..CominG 
By W. E. -B. 


The little ‘book was published in 1878 
by ‘Fleming :H. ‘Revell of ‘Chicago. The 


A precious memory of the Editor is 
of one day, many years ago, when he 
had the privilege of sitting next to 
Mr. Blackstone at the dining room table 
in “Hebron,” the home of the Chris- 
tian and Missionary Alliance in Ph.la- 
delphia. He told the then veteran 
saint what a blessing his book, “Jesus 
Is Coming,” had been to him, and 
asked how it came to be written. Mr. 
Blackstone answered his question by 
telling of the steps recounted in Mr. 
Whitwell’s article on this page, by 
which God had led him, reluctantly 
and in fear and uncertainty, to the 
writing of the book he had sougkt in 
vain to get others to write. But God 
knows best, and the divine seal of ap- 
proval has been on that book of bless- 
ing through the more than half century 
of its ever-increasing ministry. 

It is better to do what God calls us 
to do, than what we may mistakenly 
think we can or can not do. 








following year it was revised. It was read 
eagerly, and distributed in ever increasing 
numbers. From that day to this its circu- 
lation and ministry have continued, until 
it is now printed in thirty-six different 
languages and dialects throughout the 
world, and about one million copies have 
come from the presses. (In 1927 an actual 
count of editions published was 843,102 
copies, in thirty-six languages.) . 

Thousands of lives have been revolu- 
tionized by reading this simple, unpreten- 
tious, but Scripturally true and divinely 
directed book. Prominent business men, 
well known evangelists and preachers, 
among whom were R. A. Torrey and J. 
Wilbur Chapman, have testified to the 
change it wrought in their lives and min- 
istry. Letters by the thousands came to 
the author and publisher giving the same 
testimony, and praising God for new power 
in lives as a realization of the blessed hope 
that had never before been experienced. 

So “Jesus Is Coming” was written, and 
is still proclaiming the Good News even 
after its human author has been called into 
the presence of the Lord he loved and 
served so well. 





Among the thirty-six different lan- 
guages or dialects in which the mil- 
lion copies of the book~ “Jesus Is 
Coming” have been translated are the 
following : 


Chinese Arabic 
Tamil Russian 
Japanese Hindi 
German Greek 
French Dutch 
Persian Urdu Hebrew 
Italian Bulgarian 
Spanish Armenian 
Korean Latvian 














William E. Blackstone’s heavenly call 
came only a few weeks ago when, on Novem- 
ber 7, at the age of ninety-four, the Lord 
called him Home. It is worth while, now, 
to look back over his unusual life and learn 
the lessons his Lord would have us all take 
from one faithful servant. 

William Eugene Blackstone was born 
October 6, 1841, at Adams, Jefferson 
County, New York. His father and mother : 
were Andrew and Sally Blackstone. At 
eleven years of age he was converted while 
attending an evangelistic meeting. He used 
to say that he knew his conversion was 
real because he immediately went to his 
mother and confessed to having taken a 
small sum of money from her pocketbook. 

Young Blackstone was not privileged to 
attend college or seminary, but went for 
several terms to the local academy. He 
was, however, an inveterate reader and 
a deep student of the Bible and world 
events. At the outbreak of the Civil War 
he offered himself for military service but 
was rejected because of a frail body. He 
then entered the service of the United 
States Christian Commission, an organiza- 
tion somewhat like the old Y. M. C. A, 
and Red Cross. He came in contact with 
many of the country’s leading statesmen 
and military leaders, including Generals 
Grant and Meade, and Abraham Lincoln, 
and he carefully kept the signatures of 
these and many others, 


Forging Ahead in Business 


On June 5, 1866, Mr. Blackstone mar- 
ried Sarah Louise Smith. They moved 
to Chicago in 1870, settling in Oak Park. 
Engaging in the business of building and 
property investments, he became conspic- 
uously successful. Characteristically, he 
used the time not occupied by business in 
giving himself to personal Christian work 
and study, and it was his searching of the 
Scriptures concerning the return of the 
Lord that resulted in his book. 

During this intensive Christian activity 
Blackstone was forging ahead with increas- 
ing success in business. Among his inti- 
mate associates were such men as Marvin 
Hewitt, of the Chicago and Northwestern 
Railroad; his cousin, T. B. Blackstone, 
President of the Chicago and Alton; and 
a host of other men prominent in railroad 
and business affairs. Mr. Blackstone some- 
times remarked, “It would be just as easy 
to own a railroad as to own a farm.” The 
temptation to push on and share with his 
associates the wealth and fame of indus- 
trial prominence was strong indeed. But 
one night God talked to him and gave 
him the conviction that he was not devot- 
ing enough time to the Lord’s work in 
comparison with business, Getting out of 
bed he went to his knees, and for several 
hours wrestled with God in prayer. When 
at last he rose to his feet he had made 
God the promise that he would undertake 
no more business obligations for. financial 
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gain until he had tried to preach the Gos- 
pel for at least two years. 

Soon after making this promise, Black- 
stone received a call to assist in a series 


of evangelistic meetings being held in the- 


Methodist Church at Aurora, Ill. Arriv- 
ing, he found that he was expected to speak 
at the Sunday evening service, the prin- 
cipal meeting of the week. He experi- 
enced a bad case of stage fright, feeling 
utterly unequal to the task, especially when 
he discovered that there would be present 
a number of trained theologians and church 
dignitaries, including the Bishop. A lay- 
man, and without theological training, he 
endeavored to step aside in favor of some 
one better equipped, but the committee held 
him to the engagement. Having then asked 
for time to pray about the matter, God 
assured his trembling servant that he would 
stand by him and for good measure sup- 
plied the text, “Bring him unto me” (Mark 
9:19). The Lord used this text to grip 
Blackstone’s heart with the realization that, 
while he himself could do nothing, the re- 
sponsibility of bringing men-to Christ that 
He might deal with them was his. The 
thought of this text not only led him 
to greater personal evangelistic effort, but 
laid on his heart the need of reaching the 
masses throughout the world. This later 
led to world-wide distribution of Chris- 
tian literature. As the light of this God- 
given vision flamed with increasing bright- 
ness, lingering thoughts of worldly success 
faded out. 

In 1892 God saw fit to send deep sor- 
row and heart-break into his servant’s life 
by calling Home his only daughter, Flora. 
The grief and loss brought about a re- 
dedication of Mr. Blackstone’s life, with 
increased emphasis on foreign mission fields. 
Further impetus into missionary channels 
was furnished by his deep conviction of 
the premillennial return of the Lord and 
the need for haste in evangelizing the 
world, Thus were crystallized the objec- 
tives for the accomplishment of which he 
gave his life and fortune. Calls came from 
all over the United States to fill speaking 
engagements. Equipped with missionary 
maps, which he. had made painstakingly 
and which faithfully showed the location 
and condition of every missionary field in 
the world, Blackstone soon became recog- 
nized as one of the best posted men on 
mission work and missionary fields. 
Financial Responsibilities Multiply 

Shortly after giving up his business 
career, his mother-in-law, Mrs. Adaline 
Smith, appointed him manager of her hus- 
band’s estate of $125,000. In fourteen years 
Mr. Blackstone gave from that fund more 
than $135,000 to a diversified group of 
Christian institutions scattered throughout 
the world. A list of these beneficiaries 
was published about 1895 in THE SuNDAY 
ScHoot Times, but without any hint of 
Blackstone’s connection, such were his 
humility and self-effacement. Part of the 
fund was used to ship a steamboat in port- 
able sections to Africa to be used in mis- 
sionary work on the Congo River. 

‘Realizing what had been accomplished 
by this comparatively small sum, Black- 
stone exclaimed: “Oh, if so much can be 
done with $135,000, think what God could 
do with a million dollars!” . He began to 
ask God for some one to give him a 
million dollars. After much prayer he felt 
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led to write and ask a well known merchant 
for such a sum, sending him at the same 
time a statement showing how the above 
estate had been administered. A _ letter 
from the merchant’s secretary was received, 
stating that, while Mr. appreciated 





‘the skillful handiing of the estate, he had 


already planned to give a million dollars 
elsewhere. In asking for the money, Black- 
stone had merely sought the privilege of 
directing its distribution for the Lord’s 
work. A few days later the papers pub- 
lished a statement that Mr. d 
given a million dollars to a certain Museum. 
Later Blackstone repeated his request, with 
the same result; aid a second time the 
papers announced another million dollar 
gift to the Museum to finance an expedi- 
tion to Ethiopia to make a collection of 
animals which scientists feared were about 
to become extinct. 

Upon the death of his dear wife in 1908, 
Mr. Blackstone went to China in 1909 
under an arrangement with Milton Stewart, 
of the Union Oil Company of California, 
by which he was io receive $15,000 a year 
for five years for the publication and dis- 
tribution of literature in Chinese. This 
literature, consisting of Bibles and picture- 
posters, was distributed to all the mission- 
ary societies of China. Unable to speak 
the language himself, Mr. Blackstone fre- 
quently took his little six-year-old grand- 
son, William Treman Blackstone, now a 
missionary in China, to act as interpreter. 


Handling Millions of Dollars 


As a result of five years faithful service 
in China Mr. Blackstone, in 1916, was 
appointed trustee of the Milton Stewart 
fund of two million dollars. This was 
later increased to three million. In the 
course of sixteen years, and due to the 
increase of value of the Union Oil stock, 
the total fund administered by Blackstone 
under the Stewart Trust agreement was 
more than six million dollars. The money 
was distributed for general evangelistic 
work throughout the world. The principal 
portion went, however, to China, which 
was nearest Mr. Stewart’s heart. Over 
eighty million portions of Scripture were 
distributed in China alone. 

Blackstone had asked for some one to 
give him a million dollars; God had an- 
swered by sending him more than six times 
that amount. God had found a man to 
whom he could trust the handling of large 
sums of money. In the discharge of these 
great undertakings and all other work 
which Blackstone carried 6n for the Lord 
he contributed not only his time and labor 
but thrice he gave a personal fortune of 
$50,000, which each time God replen- 
ished. His own money went not only for 
evangelistic and church work and evan- 
gelization of the Jews, but to meet all 
traveling and living expense. All his life 
he counted the honor of being God’s serv- 
ant greater riches than silver or gold. 

Contemplating a few. of Mr. Blackstone’s 
numerous other activities, one is awed by 
the cumulative growth of world movements 
and Christian institutions which were born, 
or in their early infancy were inspired, by 
the touch of this Spirit-filled life. In 1891 
he issued a petition which was signed by 
a great number of the country’s most noted 
men and sponsored by many of the leading 
newspapers. The petition was a plea for 
the return of Palestine to the Jews. It was 
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based on the premise that, inasmuch as 
God had originally given the land to the 
Jews and it had been taken forcibly from 
them, justice demanded its return. . This 
was a notable document. It was sent to 
President Harrison, and through the State 
Department to all principal nations of the 
world. Blackstone’s interest in the Jew- 
ish nation as God’s channel of blessing 
became an increasing interest in his life, 
and in later years led to his being called 
the “Father of Zionism” by the Pan-Jewish 
Congress which met in Philadelphia. This 
deep concern likewise caused him to become 
the founder of the Chicago Hebrew Mis- 
sion, which has become one of the largest 
and best known missions of its kind. 


A Tribute from a Jew 


In 1918 Tue SunpAy ScnHoot Times 
published an article on “Zionism and Its 
Realization,” by Elisha M. Friedman, Sec- 
retary of the University Zionist Society 
of New York, in which this prominent’ 
Jew said: “A well known Christian lay- 
man, William E, Blackstone, antedated - 
Theodore Herzl by five years in his advo- 
cacy of the re-establishment of a Jewish 
state. His memorial to President Harri- 
son in 1891 was signed by churchmen, © 
editors, and makers of public opinion (the 
distinguished Editor of THe Sunpay 
ScHoot Times, the late H. Clay Trumbull, 
was among them). It reflects keen social 
foresight upon the part of the initiator, Mr. 
Blackstone, and his collaborators.” But 
Mr. Blackstone did not have mere “social 
foresight”; he believed God and his pro- 
phetic Word. 

Mr. Blackstone was connected with the 
Bible Institute of Los Angeles in its earliest 
years, and was always deeply interested 
in its welfare. 

It was by reason of a missionary address 
which he delivered at Old Orchard Beach, 
in Maine, that A. B. Simpson was inspired 
to organize the Christian Alliance, now 
known as the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance, with its great missionary program. 

All who knew this grand patriarch re- 
member him for his devotion to the cause 
of God’s people Israel, his longing for the 
coming of the Lord, and his deep humility. - 
What a joy it was to be greeted by him in 
his home in Pasadena where, surrounded 
by children, grandchildren, and great-grand- 
children, he was ever the Lord’s courtly 
gentleman, The children now on the mis- 
sion field of China are the fourth genera- 
tion to be so honored by a loving God. 
Although W. E. Blackstone wore his King’s 
livery, any mention of the signal honors 
conferred upon him by the Lord caused 
him to reply, in that sweet way of his, 
“T am just an errand boy for Jesus.” 

Los ANGELES, 


How Our Class Uses 
The Sunday School Times 


By a Subscriber 


IKE many other Sunday school classes, 

part of the members of our class take 
THE SunpbaAy ScHoot TimEs; others would 
like to, but are unable to do so. There- 
fore we have arranged for the members 
who are subscribers to bring the copies of 
the previous week each Sunday morning. 


(Continued on page 23) 
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Among the “7,000” Faithful Worshipers in Roumania 


As in Elijah’s day in Israel, God still has his 
faithful witnesses in Southeastern Europe 


By Edith F.- Norton 


“a 














me in Bucharest in Roumania, after 

I had traveled all day long from Sofia 
in a midsummer heat only comparable to 
that of our Mid-West. I was more than 
surprised at the aspect of Bucharest; stand- 
ing at the threshold of Asia, its appear- 
ance is imposing, its modernity pronounced, 
and its charm heightened by the Oriental 
touches one meets with on every hand. A 
taxicab, with radio going full blast, con- 
veyed me to the hotel, but the crowded 
streets ring to the music of the hoof-beats 
of hundreds of horses harnessed to open 
carriages, driven by Cossack-like drivers 
who might just have crossed over from 
the steppes of Russia. Roumania claimed 
my heart from the first; its people with 
their openness of heart to the Gospel and 
their winning sympathy reminded me more 
of Belgium than any other country visited. 
There are many evidences of spiritual 
awakening among these people, some of 
surprising significance. 


Where the Bible Is Read and Taught 


The Baptists, — American, German, and 
Roumanian, — are all represented here, and 
three missions to the Jews, — Mildmay 
Mission, Norwegian Mission to the Jews, 
and, at Bucharest, the Church Mission to 
Jews, — are all doing excellent work among 
the 1,000,000 Jews of the kingdom, There 
is in Roumania no national evangelical 
church as in Greece and Bulgaria, there- 
fore God has prepared himself a strong 
witness in other ways. Next to the Bap- 
tist denomination in point of numbers come 
the Brethren, who have from one hun- 
dred to two hundred assemblies all ober 
the land, this being one of their most 
extensively covered mission fields. I spoke 
in their hall at Bucharest on a Thursday 
night, and found a most sympathetic hear- 
ing from my one hundred auditors. Out in 
the country groups of Roumanian Chris- 
tians meet together in these many centers, 
self-supporting and under the guidance of 
the Holy Spirit in direct dependence upon 
the Lord, and evidencing the power from 
on high in their life and witness. In some 
of these groups, hundreds are in attend- 
ance; they are attached to no sect, but 
are simple Bible Christians. One of their 
number, in Transylvania, has personally 
led hundreds to Christ. I am sometimes 
asked not to designate too closely the iden- 
tity of certain groups or leaders that are 
being especially blessed of God, as in some 
roundabout way such information might 
return upon their heads in curtailment of 
liberty and persecution. For in the coun- 
try places of this land there is very real 
persecution of those of the’evangelical faith. 

In addition to the spiritual movement 
here alluded to, there is a unique work 
raised up of God from the very bosom of 
the Orthodox Church. It should be stated 
that Roumania’s - 18,000,600 “population is 
almost entirely of. the Orthodox faith, ex- 


T HE Fourth of July last summer found 


The “ Army of the Lord” is the name 
of a Gospel movement within the Or- 
thodox Greek Church in Roumania. 
In this third article of her series, Mrs. 
Norton writes that one of the most re- 
markable incidents of her survey made 
last summer was an interview with a 
former priest who was converted and 
now is the pastor of an independent 
church. Mrs. Norton tells of this new 
movement, of the interview, and also 
of the good work being done by the 

Brethren in Ro i 








cept for 1,000,000 Roman Catholics and 
as many Jews. This movement, begun by 
a priest, is called Oastea Domnului (“Army 
of the Lord”), and today it numbers about 
100,000 adherents. The members read the 
Bible and sing the songs of the Gospel, 
although not having as yet broken with 
the old church. Such a break must be 
inevitable, one would gather, in a future 
more or less remote. Their great desire, 
naturally, is to remain in the church and 
to be used for her renovation, but one fears 
that this is a hopeless task. Already there 
is a split in their ranks, and the more spir- 
itual and aggressive portion is showing 
signs of withdrawal from the ancient 
church, 

Perhaps no incident in all my trip was 
to me more interesting than the prolonged 
interview with Tudor Popescu, who at one 
time was one of the most popular priests 
of the Orthodox Church in Bucharest. To- 
day he is the pastor of an independent 
church here in Bucharest, in which as 
many as 800 gather to hear the Gospel 
message. To hear him tell. at length of his 
conversion, of the throes of soul-agony that 
preceded it, and of the complications that 
ensued before he was finally compelled to 
leave the Orthodox Church, is to be carried 
back to the experiences of Luther. 


The Need for Revival 


Here again in this country, one must 
pray that the spirit of revival may fall 
upon the faithful groups of Christians scat- 
tered throughout the land and that the 
native Roumanian Christians, who are 
already very quick to witness to their 
faith, may be given a perseverance in this 
witnessing and discretion and exemplariness 
of conduct. This, coupled with the dis- 
semination of religious literature, would 
seem to be the great hope here for the 
spread of the Gospel. 

Two more entire days of warm weather 
traveling, with a night spent in Sofia, 
brought me to Belgrade, the capital of 
Yugoslavia, the kingdom of the Serbs, 
Croats, and Slovenes. In this country, 
which means literally “Southern Slav- 
dom,” there is little evangelical work be- 
ing done, save in the northern part of the 
country among the Reformed and Lutheran 
Churches; even with these, Sunday school 
work is almost non-existent. Large sec- 


tions of Yugoslavia are Roman Catholic 
and other large areas entirely Orthodox, 
while there is also present a strong Moslem 
element. One rejoices to see the depot and 
salesroom of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society prominently placed in Belgrade 
and to know that the Bible in Serbo- 
Croatian, the translation of which was 
carried out by two of Serbia’s greatest 
scholars and patriots, has already attained 
in the last seventy years a distribution 
totaling 117,000 copies. The British and 
Foreign Bible Society has four colporteurs, 
and they report for 1933 a total of over 
34,000 Scriptures disseminated. 

The certainty that the widespread dis- 
semination of the Word of God is the 
surest basis for revival is again demon- 
strated by what took place among Serbian 
soldiers serving on the Salonika front dur- 
ing the war. The Bible Society distributed 
large numbers of Scriptures among these 
men, and they, returning after the war, 
began a crusade in the heart of their 
old church. Calling themselves simply 
“Prothers” they went about in. bands, 
penetrating all parts of the land, preaching 
from the Bible and teaching as best they 
knew the principles of Christian living. 
They seemed not to have any outstanding 
leadership, the movement was remarkable 
mainly for its spontaneity and simplicity. 
Now the dire economic situation has slowed 
down these traveling bands, as they must 
stay home and seek to keep body and soul 
together. The Methodists and Baptists 
have also some work in the southern part 
of the country. 


(To be concluded) 








Notes From a 
Layman’s Greek Testament _ 
By Ernest Gordon 




















The eyes of your understanding 
being enlightened (Eph. 1: 18). 


UT it is really of your kardias, “heart,” 

not mind. The will and affections, 
rather than the critical powers, first need 
the enlightenment of the Spirit of God. 
We see him with the eye of faith and the 
eye of love, — these two eyes co-ordinated 
upon his glorious self. 


Redeeming the time, because the days 
are evil (Eph. 5: 16). 


NE would have thought that Paul 

would have said “buying up the kairon, 
opportunity,” because the days were favor- 
able, the market was “right.” Behold 
Paul’s courage and faith, He dares to 
pluck the flower from the nettle. He does 
not wait for the cloudless day before going 
into the harvest field. Paul finds the op- 
portune time in the evil days! 
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How to Have a “Moody Day” in Your Church 


Observing the 100th anniversary of the great evangelist's birth and the founding 
of the Institute in ways that will bring rich blessings to the churches 














5, 1836, Dwight L. Moody, founder 

of the Moody Bible Institute, was 
born at Northfield, Mass. This event will 
be celebrated by multitudes of churches on 
Sunday, February 2. 

Official announcement has gone forth 
that the Moody Bible Institute is planning 
a notable two-year celebration to be ob- 
served during 1936 and 1937: the Moody 
Bible Institute Jubilee (fiftieth anniversary 

_of its founding by D. L. Moody) ; and the 
Moody Centenary (one hundredth anni- 
versary of the birth of D. L. Moody). 

The “Moody Day” will assist in launch- 
ing these historic events. The great evan- 
gelist and Christian educator had a pas- 
sion for souls, and the passing years have 
revealed the richness and enduring nature 
of the blessing of God upon his life and 
work. “Moody Day,” to be observed on 
Sunday, February 2, will be a golden op- 
portunity to stir the hearts and minds of 
your congregation by recounting the life 
and labors of this man of God. If you 
are planning to observe the day, or will 
agree to work out plans for it, the Cen- 
tenary Committee of the Institute (153 
Institute Place, Chicago) will gladly send 
you, without charge, a copy of “The 
Shorter Life of D. L. Moody,” which is 
rich in helpful materials. 

For epigrams, pungent sentences, telling 
paragraphs, anecdotes, sermon outlines, and 
other characteristic Moody matter, the 
Bible Institute Colportage Association (845 
N. Wells St., Chicago) will send the 
Evangel Booklets, Nos. 1, 12, and 38 
(Moody Sermons) at 10 cents each; Moody 
Colportage Library, paper-bound books at 
20 cents each: “The Way to God,” “Pleas- 
ure and Profit in Bible Study,” “Prevailing 
Prayer,” and fifteen others, written in full 
by Mr. Moody. 

“Moody the Evangelist,’ by Joseph B. 
Bowles (10 cents), is a gold mine of pithy 
sayings and thrilling information. 

The program for the day could provide, 
besides the sermon, appropriate addresses 
or papers on vital themes. In the program 
should appear : 


Old-time Moody and Sankey songs 
A brief sketch of Mcody’s life 
Heart-inspiring anecdotes 
Pungent and faith-constructing sayings 
Story of the Moody-Sankey Movement 
in the British Isles 
Moody’s service in America 
(1) Y. M. C. A. and Sunday school 
work 
(2) Christian Commission during 
War 
(3) Evangelism 
The story of Moody Bible Institute 
(1) Its founding 
(2) Its field 
(3) Its fruits 
Much literature is available that will 


afford unfimited material for meaty’ and 
informing addresses. 


N's. i835, Dove years. ago, February 


Some ministers will doubtless build ser- 
mons on outlines found on the margins of 
Moody’s various Bibles, as, for instance: 


Tu1is Gop Is Our Gop 
God of Peace (Phil. 4:9); of Love (2 
Cor. 13:11); of Pardon (Neh. 9:17); of 
Salvation (Isa. 12: 2); of Patience and Con- 
solation (Rom. 15:5); of Hope (Rom. 15: 
13); of all Comfort (2 Cor. 1:3); of all 
Grace (1 Pet. s: 10); of Glory (Acts 7: 2). 
Witn Axi Your Heart 
Seek the Lord (Deut. 4: 29). 
Serve the Lord (Deut. 10: 12). 
Love the Lord (Deut. 13: 3}. 
Obey the Lord (Deut. 30: 2). 
Turn to the Lord (Deut. 30: 10). 
Walk before the Lord (1 Kings 2: 4). 
Follow the Lord (1 Kings 14: 8). 
Praise the Lord (Psa. 86: 12). 
Trust the Lord (Prov. 3:5). 


JUSTIFICATION 
By God, the author of it (Rom. 3: 26). 
By Grace, the source of it (Rom. 3: 24). 
By Blood, the ground of ‘it- (Rom. ilies 
By ay the principle of it (Rom. 3: 28; 
5:1). 

By the Resurrection of Jesus, the acknowl- 
edgment of it (Rom. 4: 25). 

By works, the manifestation of it (Jas. 2: 
21-25). 

A revival of “Moody and Sankey” Gos- 
pel songs would hold real interest for the 
congregation. Comments could state that 
Moody could not himself sing a note, but 
he valued Gospel song as a handmaiden of 
the Lord and was always assisted by great 
singers, such as Sankey, Bliss, McGrana- 


han, Stebbins, and Towner, and the world 


has been blessed by the rivers of spiritual 
song that had rise in the days of their 
ministry. 

Many Gospel song books still contain 
songs of the Moody period, such as are 
suggested below. Many are suited to con- 
gregational use; others (marked by *) are 
effective for use by the choir, or for solo 
or duet rendering: 


I Love to Tell the Story 

Brightly Beams Our Father’s Mercy 
Take the Name of Jesus with You 
Praise Him, Praise Him* 

I Know Whom I Have Believed 
Though Your Sins Be as Scarlet* 
I’ve Found a Friend 

Hallelujah, What a Saviour* 
Wonderful Words of Life 

Bringing in the Sheaves 

It Is Well with My Soul* 

Ring the Bells of Heaven 

Almost Persuaded 

Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling* 
Master, the Tempest Is Raging* 

He Leadeth Me 

I Am Thine, O Lord 

Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross 


“Concerning the Collection.”—Since the 
Institute will of necessity be at considerable 
expense in promoting its two-year celebra- 
tion, it would be deeply grateful if an offer- 
ing could be gathered for that purpose at 
the close of your program, or even if one 
were received at the door as the congre- 
gation passes out. But circumstances 
should determine this, and an offering must 
be of free will, not of necessity. 


Concerning a One-Day Bible Conference. 
~—Through the year 1936 the Institute is 


ed 
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conducting a far-flung Cairipaign: of Friend- 
ship —a year to count for: friends, not :for 


funds. To advance friendship. and under- 


standing among your people for the work 
of the Moody Bible Institute, would you 
be willing to have the Institute conduct 
a one-day Bible conference in your church 
on a date to be mutually determined? © Rich 
spiritual blessing for your péople is as- 
sured. 

Concerning  Literature—Would you be 
willing that literature concerning the 
Moody Bible Institute and its work, be 
sent to you for your free literature table? 
There will be no postage expense to you. 

Concerning the Motion Picture,—“Life 
at the Moody Bible Institute of Chicago” 
is a four-reel motion picture that has been 
shown before hundreds of church, Sunday 
school, and young people’s groups in Amer- 
ica, Canada, and the British Isles. Ar- 
rangements can be made for its presenta- 
tion in your church, without charge. 

Correspondence should be addressed to 
The Moody Bible Institute of Chicago, 
Centenary Committee, 153 Institute Place, 
Chicago Avenue Station, Chicago. 


A Vision Realized 


A Home for Orphan Girls 
at Mount Lebanon, Syria 


MAY years ago there came to Amer- 
ica a young Syrian woman, who so 
commended herself to more than one 
Christian leader that before long she was 
in great demand as a speaker. One of 
the friends who recognized her fine spirit, 
and the abilities God had given her to 
speak on Bible themes, was the late Henry 
Clay Trumbull. 

This young woman became more and 
more widely known. She and her little 
family of children located in Philadelphia, 
and THe Sunpay ScHoor Times was in 
constant touch with her work. The name 
of Madame Layyah A. Barakat became 
known in the Temperance Movement as 
well as in the field of Orientalisms re- 
lated to the Bible. Her children came into 
useful manhood and womanhood. 

Madame Barakat never could forget her 
home village of Abeih, in the Mount Leba- 
non region of Syria. She had a persistent 
vision of a school or orphanage for young 
girls of that neighborhood who were in 
much the position in which she had been 
as a child. That her vision was not to 
be lost or frustrated is shown by the latest 
report of the Layyah A. Barakat Home for 
Orphan Girls in Abeih, established through 
her energetic and consecrated efforts, and 
the gifts of friends who saw and appre- 
ciated the need. 

There is a Philadelphia Committee on 
this work, also an active local Committee 
in Syria. The Home is intended to lead 
its students to Christ, and to train them 
to become wives and efficient housekeepers 
in fields that may be open to them. One 
girl who was a pupil in the orphanage 
has been a teacher there for three years, 
and last winter she married a Christian 
dentist. Another girl, the orphanage cook 
for two years, last year married a young 
member. of the Church at Abeih, Another, 
a pupil from::the: senior. class, is now- the 
orphanage cook, — and she must be a pretty 
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good cook, for the report says she is liked 
by all the inmates, which is somewhat of 
an achievement for a cook! Another girl 
from this year’s senior class has been 
selected by Madame Barakat for further 
preparation in higher studies in order that 
she may teach in the orphanage. 

The local officials, including the Amer- 
ican Consul and Christian leaders, and the 
local papers have commented on the work 
with hearty appreciation and favor. This 
fine work was carried on for the year end- 
ing September, 1935, at a total expense of 
$1,370! Gifts to the work are most gladly 
welcomed, and much needed, and may be 
sent to Allan Sutherland, Treasurer, With- 
erspoon Building, Philadelphia, 

Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times rejoices in 
the fulfilling of Madame Barakat’s vision, 
and in expressing its own appreciation of 
this noble-hearted Christian woman’s serv- 
ice for the Lord. 





Girls’ Problems of Today 


Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Dear Mother Ruth: I have been going to 
write you for some time, but when I’ve tried 
to write, I’ve just not been able to express 
myself, so I hope you will pardon any inco- 
hherence. I am a senior in high school and 
have thought I was saved for about two years. 

e hive only a temporary pxstor now, and 
since I’ve heard him, I’ve realized that I really 
haven’t been saved. I’ve testified and prayed, 
but 1 haven’t had any real live religion in my 
life, and I want it! I’ve been praying lately, 
but I don’t seem to be able to be in real com- 
munion with Christ. 

I don’t know what I am going to do with my 
life— I’ve always wanted to be a nurse — but 
somehow after I read “The Triumph of John 
and Betty Stim’? I’ve felt again and again 
that it’s my life work to go as a missionary to 
China, but I don’t know if that is God speak- 
ing to me or not. I don’t seem to surrender 
everything — clothes and looks especiatly —I 
have such a lot of pride! But I do want to 
be able to say with Isaiah, “I saw the Lord.” 
I have read a booklet on tke Victo-ious Life, 
and I want to know that Jesus, and I want 
him to live in me. So I hope you'll pray for 
me end that God will tell you how to he) me 
to find him. 


HERE is nothing so pleasing to your 

Lord as to know that you are hungering 
and thirsting after him. Read Romans 
12:1, 2, and yield all to your Lord. If 
there is a lack of power in your life, it 
may be you have not yielded all to him; 
and in order for him to pour into you the 
abundant life, you must be willing to give 
up all that is objectionable to him, so that 
he can reign supreme in you and thence 
in your life. Satan will thwart any such 
plan, if he can, so that you must be willing 
for God to reign and reign alone in your 
life. Don’t allow anything to stand in the 
way of a complete control of your. being 
by your Lord. The communion then will 
come, if you resist the enemy, by the 
power of God. 

Then you will see of how little value 
are pride and good looks and clothes, and 
what it means to be clothed upon by the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Satan would try to 
have you place a high value on your appear- 
ance, when if you will commune with your 


1By Mrs. Howard Taylor. May be ordered 
from the Times ‘Book Service, 1721 Spring Gar- 
den St., Philadelphia, at 40 cents, paper, 73 
cents, cloth, plus 5 cents for postage. 
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Lord you will see how foolish any such 
consideration is. God looks at.the heart! 
Therefore, let us have it cleared by the 
precious blood of Jesus and made fit for 


‘the indwelling of his Holy Spirit. 


When you are fully yielded to God you 
will be guided to go to China or stay at 
home; go to another part of the home field 
or nurse in the hospital; teach in the un- 
attractive quarters of the globe or in somie 
school of prominence. Oh, how well he 
knows where to place you, and how to 
prepare you for that place! Eut you must 
give yourself to him, and you must be 
willing for him to have the right of way 
in your life, and rejoice that he wants you 
and gave himself for you that he mizht 
fill you to overflowing with the “abundant 
life,” which will make you able to lead 
others to his cross. 

I believe you would do well to send for 
a leaflet by Dr. Trumbull called “How Can 
I Be Saved?” (F. F. Richards, Waterford, 
Conn., 10 cents a dozen.) Read it, and you 
will follow it, I know, for your heart is 
ready to follow the Lord where he will 
lead! Dr. Trumbull tells us in that leaf- 
let: “As for the victorious life, it is simply 
‘Christ in you, the hope of glory’ (Col. 
1:27). Now you are to say, because God’s 
Word says it: ‘To me to live is Christ’ 
(Phil. 1: 21). ‘I am crucified with Christ: 
nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ 


‘liveth in me: and the life which I now live 


in ‘the flesh I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave himself 
for me’ (Gal. 2: 20).” 


How Our Class Uses 
The Sunday Schoo! Times 


(Continued from page 20) 


These are distributed among those who 
wish to read it. If there are not enough 
for every one, those who read the bor- 
rowed copies one week, return them to be 
lent a second time, the following week. 

In special numbers, when the class is 
particularly interested in some unusual arti- 
cle which every member wishes to see, 
the copy is marked, “Please return,” and 
this issue is circulated until every one has 
seen it. “Thistledown,” in the issue of 
June 1, had a message of unusual helpful- 
ness for all Christians, so the teacher of 
the class expressed her desire that each 
member read this editorial. It has a bear- 
ing on the class’s ambition to be of sery- 
ice in spreading the Word, and in December 
it was still being circulated. The same 
was true of “Thorny People” in the issue 
of October 5. Thus the Times, with its 
inspirational material, is passed on, and its 
usefulness multiplied. 

In this weekly distribution, the pastor 
is not forgotten, and one may easily see 
the possibilities for spreading the mes- 
sage from his reading of the paper. In a 
monthly prophetic discourse, the material 
in Mr. Davis’s articles —as well as other 
messages linking prophecy with current 
events —is used, and this intensely inter- 
esting news is spread to many homes from 
the pulpit. 

Then, as the closing chapter of our effort 
to spread the T1meEs’ inspiration — like this- 
tledown —after all who desire to read the 
papers, have done so, they are sent to 
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Christian workers. A large box recently 
was sent to a missionary on the Mississippi 
River, who distributes literature from his 
houseboat. 

ve 


The Brightest Star in a Dark Sky 
(Continued from second page) 


to bring. Many a missionary, battling with 
the forces of darkness in the lonely outposts 
of the mission field, has been cheered and 
comforted as they watched and waited for 
him who is the Bright and Morning Star. 
Life’s blackest moments have been illumined 
by this star of hope, this lamp in the 
night, and sorrowing hearts have been en- 
abled to sing: 


“Blessed hope, blessed hope, blessed hope, 
Of the coming of the Lord; 


How the aching heart it cheers; 
How it glistens through our tears, 
Blessed hope of the coming of the Lord!” 


Why is he coming? For whom is he 
coming? For what is he coming? The 
answer to the first question is that he is 
coming to fulfill his promise to those who 
are his own. “If I go and prepare a place 
for you, I will come again, and receive you 
unto myself; that where I am, there ye 
may be also” (John 14:3). He has gone 
to prepare a place for his redeemed, and 
now his coming again awaits fulfillment. 
“All the promises of God in him are yea, 
and in him Amen” (1 Cor. 1:20), and he 
will not break his promise. For that ful- 
fillment we wait. 

Then, he is coming for his own blood- 
bouzht ones. “I will come again and re- 
ceive you unto myself’; the “dead in 
Christ”; “we which are alive and remain.” 

The answer to the third question is 
that he is coming to take us to glory and 
make us like himself. Not only are we 
to be translated to his presence, but also. 
transformed into his image. “When Christ, 
who is our life, shall appear, then shall 
ye also appear with him in glory” (Col. 
3:4). “Beloved, now are we the sons of 
God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be: but we know that, when he shall 
appear, we shall be like him; for we shall 
see him as he is” (1 John 3:2). Whata 
change will then take place! He “shall 
fashion anew the body of our humiliation, 
that it may be conformed to the body of 
his glory” (Phil. 3:21, R. V.). This is 
indeed the hope of glory. Caught up to: 
meet him, changed into his image, and 
communion “forever with the Lord.” This 
is our star in the darkness, our soothing 
in suffering, our strength in sorrow. 

This hope, also, is very practical and’ 
has a salutary. influence upon our daily 
lives. Not only is it a comforting hope, 
but also a cleansing hope. “Every man 
that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, 
even as he is pure” (1 John 3:3). He 
who has this hope burning in his heart 
will be a pure, burning, and shining light 
for God. Glorious hope bathed in the 
glory of the Lord! When is he coming? 
“In such an hour as ye think not.” He 
may come today. Watch! Be ready! 


“Oh, joy! oh, delight! should we go without 
dying, 
No sickness, no sadness, no dread and no 


crying, A 

Caught up through the clouds with the 
Lord into glery, 

When Jesus receives ‘His own.” 
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LESSON 4. JANUARY 26. JESUS DECLARES HIS PURPOSE 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 4: 16-44; printed text, Luke 4: 16-30 


liberty them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.— Luke 4: 18, 19 


to set 


Golden Text.—The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to ch the gospel to the he hath : 
sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and fr ator of sight to the blind, 4 at 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Luke 4 : 16-30 


Kinc JaMrEs VERSION 


Luke 4:16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought 
up: and, as his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, and stood up for to read. 

17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet 
Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place 
where it was written, : 

18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed 
me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering 
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, 

19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord. ’ 

20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, 
and sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue 
were fastened on him. ‘ 

21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this Scripture 
fulfilled in your ears, 

22 And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words 
which proceeded out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this 
Joseph’s son? 

23 And he said unto them, Ye will surely say unto me this 
proverb, Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we have heard done 
in Capernaum, do also here in thy country. 

24 And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in 
his own country. 

25 But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the 
days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and six 
months, when great famine was throughout all the land; 

26 But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a 
city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow. 

27 And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the 
prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian. 

28 And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, 
were filled with wrath, 

29 And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto 
the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might 
cast him down headlong. 

30 But he, passing through the midst of them, went his way. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Luke 4:16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought 
up: and he entered, as his custom was, into the synagogue on the 
sabbath day, and stood up to read. 17 And there was delivered 
unto him ? the book of the prophet Isaiah. And he opened the * book, 
and found the place where it was written, 

18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

® Because he anointed me to preach * good tidings to the poor: 

He hath sent me to proclaim release to the captives, 

And recovering of sight to the blind, 

To set at liberty them that are bruised, 
19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord. 
zo And he closed the * book, and gave it back to the attendant, and 
sat down: and the eyes of all in the synagogue were fastened on 
him. 21 And he began to say unto them, To-day hath this scrip- 
ture been fulfilled in your ears. 22 And all bare him witness, and 
wondered at the words of grace which proceeded out of his mouth: 
and they said, Is not this Joseph’s son? 23 And he said unto them, 
Doubtless ye will say unto. me this parable, Physician, heal thyself: 
whatsoever we have heard done at Capernaum, do also here in thine 
own country. 24 And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is 
acceptable in his own country. 25 But of a truth I say unto you, 
There were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when. the 
heaven was shut up three years and six months, when there came 
a great famine over all the land; 26 and unto none of them was 
Elijah sent, but only to ° Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, unto a 
woman that was a widow. 27 And there were many lepers in 
Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet; and none of them was 
cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian. 28 And they were all filled 
with wrath in the synagogue, as they heard these things; 29 and 
they rose up, and cast him forth out of the city, and led him unto 
the brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might 
throw him down headlong. 30 But he passing through the midst of 
them went his way. 


2Or, a roll. *Or, roll. ® Or, Wherefore. *Or, the gospel. 
®Gr., Sarepta. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


UR lesson in the fourth chapter of 

Luke is a tale of two cities. . They 

are the two most favored cities -in 
all history: Nazareth and Capernaum, the 
Saviour’s own cities. Nazareth was the 
city “where he had been brought up.” For 
about thirty years Nazareth was the home 
of God, who lived among those people 
as a child, as a boy, as a young man. 
Capernaum became during his ministry “his 
own city” (Matt. 9:1), where he gave 
wondrous teachings, and where he worked 
mighty miracles, so that Capernaum was 
“exalted to heaven” (Luke 10:15). In 
Nazareth, our Lord gave the message that 
was the key to his ministry and the theme 
of Luke’s Gospel. Nazareth did not recog- 
nize her prophet. She did not know the 
day of her visitation, the day of the Lord’s 
favor. Do we? Our Lord’s announced 
purpose did not win Nazareth’s devoted 
acceptance. Are we today satisfied with 
that purpose? Or are we turning to many 
devices of our own, to solve the very prob- 
lems that Christ came to solve? 


The Historical Setting 
Our Lord came to Nazareth, probably in 
the latter part of A. D. 27, at the begin- 
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ning of his Galilean ministry, about a year 
after the temptation (cf. Matt. 4:12, 13; 
John 1:29 to 4:54). The visit to Naz- 
areth described in Matthew 13: 54-58 and 
in Mark 6: 1-6 seems clearly to be a later 
visit (see Lesson Questions). 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 4:18.—The Spirit of the Lord és 
upon me. The three Persons of the God- 
head joining for our'redemption! He hath 
anointed me. Anointed at his baptism, 
when the Holy Spirit was poured out 
“without measure,” to abide permanently 
upon him. The Anointed, or Messiah, is 
Prophet, Priest, and King (Luke 1:35; 
11:2; John 1:32; 3:34; Psa. 45:7). To 
preach the gospel to the poor. The poor 
in earthly goods, and the poor in spirit 
(Matt. 5:3). To preach deliverance to 
the captives. The captives of Satan and 
sin (Luke 13:16; John 8:31, 32, 34, 36). 
Recovering of sight. Primarily meaning 
the healing of the spiritually blind, of which 
his miracles of opening blind eyes were 
great symbols (John 9:5, 36-41). To set 
at liberty them that are bruised. A phrase 
added from Isaiah 58:6, a custom often 
followed by the readers. 


Verse 19.—To preach the acceptable year 
of the Lord. This is the climax, referring 
not merely to the Lord’s earthly ministry, 
but to the whole age of grace, the day of 
God’s favor. The year of Jubilee was the 


great type of this day of liberty and re- 
sl (Lev. 25:10; Isa. 49:8; 2 Cor. 
6:2). 

Verse 21.—This day is this scripture 
fulfilled in your ears. What a direct and 
tremendous claim this was to be the Christ 
of God, the anointed One, the righteous 
Servant of Jehovah prophesied by Isaiah. 

Verse 23.—Physician, heal thyself. Favor 
your own city with miracles, as you have 
favored others. 


Verse 24—No prophet is accepted in his 
own country. In John 4:44, Judea is 
referred to as his own country; here, and 
in Matthew 13: 57, it refers to Nazareth. 


Verse 28.—Were filled with wrath. 
Though our Lord did nothing but quote 
their own Scriptures, his suggestion that 
God will save Gentiles, and turn from Is- 
rael when they turn from him, enraged 
them (cf. Acts 22:21, 22). 

Verse 29.—Led him unto the brow of the 
hill. On this hill are several rocky ledges, 
one of which is a precipice 40 or 50 feet. 

Verse 30.—He passing through the midst 
of them went his way. The supernatural 
influence of his majestic presence suddenly 
subduing the mob (cf. John 8:59; 10: 39). 
His hour was not yet come. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Lord Jesus never disappoints. Why 
was Nazareth so disappointed in the One 
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who came to open the windows of Heaven 
and pour out blessings upon them? WNaz- 
areth made two mistakes. They did not 
know Jesus. And they did not know them- 
selves. They did not know that they were 
poor and wretched and blind and miserable, 
that they needed to be delivered from sin 
and Satan. For this purpose the Lord 
came; but they were not hungry for him. 
Nazareth was a cross section of Jerusalem, 
and of all Israel. The shadow of the cross 
fell upon our Lord thus early in his min- 
istry. But Nazareth represents not Israel 
only, but the world. What Nazareth did 
with her Saviour, the world is doing today 
with that same Saviour. His purpose is 
not our purpose. In this Gospel-favored 
land, men, grown up with the Gospel and 
the Church, regard them with disdain, as 
Nazareth regarded their Prophet. Ques- 
tions of doubt fill the hearts instead of con- 
viction of sin, and a crying out to the 
Saviour. Some nations have already ex- 
changed indifference and criticism for a 
bitter purpose to root out everything that 
is Christian. It is still the acceptable year 
of the Lord, but “the day of vengeance” 
is coming. Let us listen to Christ’s pur- 
pose as given in Nazareth, enter into the 
joy of it, and tell it out to the world; and 
let us be certain that it will be accomplished 
to the uttermost. 


Lesson Outlines 
Tue SyNAGOGUE LESSON 


1. What men are: lost — poor, broken- 
hearted, captive, blind, bruised. 

2. What Christ purposes for men: sal- 
vation— glad tidings, healing, deliver- 
ance, sight, liberty. 

3. What men do with Christ: reject 
(wonder, question, murmur, disdain, hate, 
kill), or receive (believe, love, obey, 
preach). 


His Two Cities 

1. The Sabbath at Nazareth 

(1) Messiah reads Isaiah and pro- 
claims fulfillment (Luke 4: 16-21). 

(2) Preaches Elijah and Elisha to 
hard hearts (4: 22-28). 

(3) First attempt to put him to 
death (4: 28-30). 
2. The Sabbath at Capernaum 

(1) Captive delivered in synagogue: 
demon cast out (4: 33-37). 

(2) Peter’s wife’s mother set at 
liberty from great fever (4: 38, 39). 

(3) Bruised and broken-hearted 
healed, and Gospel preached to poor 
(4: 40-44). 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Christ’s Second Coming in Judgment. 
Jehovah’s Servant, Messiah, knew Isaiah’s 
prophecy declared that he was anointed to 
preach the acceptable year of the Lord, and 
the day of vengeance of our God (Isa. 61: 
2). When our Lord quoted this prophecy, 
he stopped at the comma. John the Bap- 
tist proclaimed both the acceptable year 
and the day of vengeance. He was the 
last of the Old Testament prophets, and 
gathered up their message (Luke 3: 16, 
17). John did not know that nineteen hun- 
dred years would pass before the day of 
vengeance. Our Lord could not have said, 
“This day is this scripture fulfilled in 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
January 26.—Jesus Declares His Pur- 
POTD. ccccccdsecesiceseccosecasces Luke 4 : 16-44 
February 2.—Jesus Calls Disciples ..Luke 5§ 
February 9.—Jesus Insists on Right- 
Pg, EET ECL See TT ea EE Ee Luke 6 
. February 16.—Jesus Helps a Doubter. 
Luke 7 
. February 23.—People Before Property. 
(May be used with temperance 
PEMORUIGR) bec cv cecicddaseeuessiescave Luke 8 
9. March 1.—Vision and Service piageese Luke 9 
10. March 8.—Jesus Teaches Neighborliness. 
Luke 10 
11. March 15.—Jesus Teaches His Disciples 
$0 PROF cvccosccceccovescisivessensace Luke 11 
12. March 22.—Jesus Teaches True Values. 
Luke 12 
13. March 29.—Jesus Explains the Kingdom. 
Luke 13 
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your ears,” had he finished the sentence. 
The day of vengeance is yet to come, in 
connection with our Lord’s return in glory, 
and also in judgment upon his enemies (2 
Thess. 1:7-10). This is a key to the un- 
derstanding of the Gospel records (cf. Luke 
17: 22-25; 19:11; 21:24; Acts 1:6). 

Miracles of Elijah and Elisha, The super- 
cilious critics have been very bold in re- 
ferring to the miracles of Elijah and Elisha 
as “folk lore.” How striking it is that 
our Lord should refer to one miracle of 
each of these prophets. There have been 
three great periods of miracles: under 
Moses and Joshua, under Elijah and Elisha, 
and in connection with Christ’s coming and 
the establishing of the Gospel. 


Practical and Personal Applications 

Have we recognized our need of Christ? 
For such a great Saviour, there must be 
a conviction of a great need. See Heart 
of Lesson, and Outlines. 

Have we met Christ’s astounding claims 
with faith, or with doubt? 

Do we treat the Gospel the way Naz- 
areth treated the Saviour? Have we be- 
come familiar with it, and missed the 
miracle? 

What is our “custom” on the Lord’s day? 
Contrast “as his custom was,” with these 
words: “as the custom of some is,” — that 
is, those who neglected the assembling of 
themselves together (Heb. 10: 25). 

Do we know God’s Word, and how to 
use it? In that very synagogue where he 
quoted Isaiah, the Lord Jesus as a boy had 
studied the Word of God until it became 
a part of his very life. 

We must preach the Gospel to other 
cities also. Let us remember the hundreds 
of millions who have never heard, Read 
Luke 4: 43. 

Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

When we read the Scriptures, let us 
remember that the Lord of the Scriptures 
read them reverently and joyfully as the 
infallible Word of God. 

When he taught in their synagogue, he 
was “glorified of all” until he came to his 
own synagogue at Nazareth (Luke 4:15, 
16). 

The modernistic critics say that the part 
of the Book of Isaiah, from which our 
Lord quoted this wonderful prophecy, was 
not written by Isaiah! 
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The demons knew that he was Christ, 
the Son of God; but our Lord wanted no 
testimony from them; nor does he want 
testimony from us unless our hearts are 
bowed in obedience. 


Nazareth said to Christ just what the 
demons said: “Let us alone” (Luke 4: 34). 


A savior to bring earthly prosperity and 
pleasure is what the world wants; this 
was not, and is not, the purpose of the 
Saviour of the world. 


Isaiah, who prophesied of Christ, also 
prophesied of the people of Nazareth (Matt. 
13:14, 15). 

Nazareth saw in Jesus only the son of 
Joseph: the demons knew that Jesus ‘of 
Nazareth was the Holy One of God, Christ 
the Son of God (Luke 4: 34, 41). 


Our Lord doubtless wept over Nazareth 
also, and cried, “If thou hadst known .. . 
the things which belong unto thy peace!” 
(Luke 19: 41, 42.) 


The Lord would have been accepted in 
Nazareth had he changed his purpose to 
fit the people’s wishes. 


Our cities tolerate Christ today because 
they have a Christianity diluted to their 
own liking. 


“Can any good thing come out of Naz- 
areth?” The Lord Jesus came out of 
Nazareth, and this glorious message on 
Isaiah’s Messianic prophecy came out of 
Nazareth’s synagogue. 


Cotumsia, S. C. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three members of The Sun- 
day School Times staff,—Dr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


ID the Lord Jesus return into Galilee, 
as stated in Luke 4: 14, immediately 
after his temptation, mentioned in Luke 

421g! 

2. Why do some scholars think that the visit 
to Nazareth, described in Matthew (13: 53- 
58) and in Mark (6: 1-6), was the same visit 
as that recorded in Luke? What reasons are 
there for believing that it was a later visit? 

3- Why did not — read the entire 
prophecy of Isaiah 61: 

4. Why did not Christ perform “many 
mighty works” in Nazareth? 

5. How are towns and cities in America 
today like Nazareth in its attitude toward 
Christ? How are they unlike Nazareth? 

6. What do you think are the two greatest 
ways in which the Church of Christ has de- 
parted from his purpose as declared in the 
— at Nazareth? 

What striking difference do you notice 
elnues the record in Luke of the preaching 
at, the beginning of Christ’s Galilean ministry 
and that recorded in Matthew? 

8. Can you find a very striking relation 
between Christ’s ministry and experience in 
Nazareth, as given in Luke 4: 14-30, and his 
ministry in Capernaum, as recorded in the 
remainder of the chapter? 

9. What did the — at Nazareth re- 
veal about the way the Lord Jesus would be 
treated in other places? 

10. How did the rejection at Nazareth in- 
terfere with Christ’s purpose in his ministry, 
as declared to them? 


Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page 28 of this issue. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers ate invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


The Substitute for the Sermon.—As 
his custom was, he went into the synagogue 
on the sabbath day (Luke 4:16). Some 
men deem the thirty-minute sermon too 
long. So they substitute the 1,152-column 
Sunday paper.—From Church Business. 
Sent by Howard M. Green, Hornell, N. Y. 


More Than a Friend in Distress.—T7 he 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, ... to heal 
... to set at liberty them that are bruised 
(Golden Text). Lord Houghton was at 
a party with some friends. When he left, 
one said of him, “I have many friends who 
would be kind to me in distress, but only 
one who would be equally kind to me im 
disgrace, and he has just left the room.” 


AT HIS FIRST COMING 
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Christ is the Friend who never fails, not 
only those who are in distress, but also 
those who are in disgrace—From The 
Christian Herald. Sent by Mrs. B. G. 
Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


Why the Minister Was Welcome.—He 
hath sent me to heal the brokenhearted 
(Golden Text). Dr. Stuart Nye Hutchi- 
son tells us about a boy he knew who had 
lost his right hand. He felt so badly about 
it that he did not want to see anyone. His 
father said, “I am going to bring the min- 
ister in to see you.” The boy said, “I don’t 
want to see him.” But the father brought 
him in. When the boy looked up he saw 
that the minister had no right arm; there 
was an empty sleeve. He came over to the 
boy and said, “I haven’t any hand, either. 
I lost mine when I was a boy, and I know 
how it feels.” It wasn’t hard for the boy 
to get acquainted with the minister who 
knew how it felt. So Christ has suffered 
for us and knows our temptations.—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Josephine A. Kinzly, North Tonawanda, 
N. Y. Prize illustration. 


How Christ Makes Us His Slaves.— 
He hath sent me to ... preach deliverance 
to the captives (Golden Text). An Eng- 
lishman, walking through the slave market 
at Cairo, saw a fine looking black man 
whom he determined, if possible, to release. 
He went to the Arab master and asked 


AT HIS SECOND COMING 








The. Spirit of the Lord God is 
upon me; because the Lord 
‘hath anointed me to preach 
ood tidings unto the meek; he. 
th sent me to bind up the 
broken-hearted, to proclaim lib- 
erty to the captives, and the 
opening of the prison to them 
that are bound; to proclaim the 
acceptable year of the Lord, 




















|| lheaven---in flaming fire 
I taking vengeance on 








and the day of 
| vengeance of our God.’ 
| _ Isaiah 61:1,2._ 
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When the Lord Jesus‘ 
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| them that know not 
God,and that obey not 
the oospel of our Lord 
Jesus C i 





Many. of Dr. Pace’s choicest cartoons have. been published in poster form. Fifty-two of these, 
with a display frame, may be had for ‘$9. -A number are also available in tract form. Orders 
should be sent to. the Gospel Truth Poster Service, 113 E. Raymond Street, Yan Wert, Ohio. 
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him the price. The slave learned that the 
Englishman was trying to purchase him, 
and it made him very angry. He said to.a 
brother slave, “I would like to put a knife 
into his heart.” But the bargain was com- 
pleted, and the buyer came to the black 
man with a paper in one hand and a roll 
of money in the other, saying: “Here is 
your freedom, and here is some money 
with which to begin your life of freedom. 
Go and make the most of yourself.” “Do 
you mean,” asked the black man, “that I am 
free to go and do as I please?” “Yes, that’s 
what I mean,” was the reply. “Then,” 
said the astonished slave, “I beg of you to 
let me go with you and be your servant 
as long as I live.” Just so, God makes us 
his servants by making us free—From 
“Practical Themes,” by S. H. Edgcumbe. 
Sent by Earl K. Wyman, Santa Ana, Cal. 


Mender of Broken Hearts.—He hath 
sent me to heal the brokenhearted (Golden 
Text). Max I. Reich tells of passing a re- 
pairing shop in the window of which was 
a sign reading: “We mend everything ex- 
cept broken hearts.” Brother Reich stepped 
back and entered the store, and when a 
beautiful young Jewess came forward to 
serve him he said: “I saw your sign, and 
want to ask what you do with people who 
have broken hearts.” “Oh!” she said: “We 
send them to the hospital.” “You are a 
Jewess, are you not? Did you ever read 
Isaiah 57:15? ‘For thus saith the high 
and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, 
whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high 
and holy place, with him also that is of a 
contrite and humble spirit, to revive the 
spirit of the humble, and to revive the 
heart of the contrite ones.’ And,” con- 
tinued Mr. Reich, “there was also He who 
read Isaiah 61:1, in his home-town syna- 
gogue at Nazareth. The verse contains 
the words ‘He hath sent me to bind up the 
brokenhearted.’ And,” said Mr. Reich, “the 
Messiah added, ‘This day is this scripture 
fulfilled in your ears” (Luke 4:21). — 
From a sermon by the Rev. Max I. Reich, 
Rochester, N. Y. Sent by H. A. Gooch, 
Rochester, N. Y. 


“More Tolerable” Not Enough.—T7o 
preach deliverance to the captives (Golden 
Text). It is not enough, if you would help 
a prisoner, to go to him and say, “Friend, 
I come to instruct you, to amuse you, to 
help you to pass the time.” What he wants 
is not to make his captivity more tolerable, 
but to be sect free. And our Lord came 
to make us free—From The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by Emily McFarland, New- 
ark, Ohio. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the many revelations of the 
purpose of our Lord as he took up his earthly 
ministry. We thank thee that he gave his 
messages so often to those who were not at 
one with him, and who were in strong opposi- 
tion to him, for we do need in our day clear- 
ness and courage to give forth the truth to 
many who do not wish to hear. May we see 
in this great lesson the marvelous prospect 
that stretched out down the years, as our 
Lord laid the foundation of .that of which he 
would teach to the willing and unwilling all 
along the way. May we in our day speak the 
truth with gracious words, and even among 
our home people may we not fear to let others 
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know. where we stand. In the name of the 
Lord Jesus we pray. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—If you take that 
wonderful eighteenth verse of the lesson 
you: will find in it a great outlook over 
the work the Lord Jesus had come to carry 
through. . There are six parts of his mis- 
sion that were prophesied in Isaiah, proph- 
esying concerning the Lord himself. Just 
see how. wonderful they are: He was to 
preach the Gospel of good news to the 
poor; to heal the broken-hearted; to de- 
clare freedom to the captives; to preach 
the opening of the eyes of the blind; and 
to release those who were bruised by life 
into a freedom that they never could have 
had otherwise; and to preach the acceptable 
year of the Lord, when the Lord himself 
should come in his first coming to give 
his life a ransom for many. Have you 
noticed in all these statements about his 
mission, the sense of lift and freedom and 
joy that runs through the whole program, 
summed up in the salvation that the Lord 
Jesus offers to broken and sinful men? 
Do you notice also, how his old neighbors 
just hated him for it?. Are you taking a 
stand today that makes you unpopular? 
Well, perhaps you will have to. It may be 
that you will have to witness for him under 
great difficulty or danger. Let us not be 
afraid to be lonely or to be thought queer 
when we stand for the Gospel right where 
we live. Let us pray. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


_. The Church Habit.—As his custom was, 
he went into the synagogue on the sabbath 
day (Luke 4:16). Thomas 4 Kemgis has 
given us his great book, “The Imitation 
of Christ,” and while it is something to 
imitate Christ, it is much more to the point 
of efficiency and satisfaction to have the 
Christ life within you (Gal. 2:20; 1 John 
4: 123;-Col. 1: 27). 

Here, however, is one imitation of Christ 
that brings reward and often very rich re- 
ward, to wit, the synagogue custom. Or, 
as we would say, the church-going habit. 

Have you known that when the great 
corporations came to select the men to 
spend their money in purchases, money 
that runs into many millions, they did not 
go to the Sabbath-breaking society groups, 
the Sunday baseball fans. In almost every 
case they went to the church and Sunday 
school. 

I know exactly what I am talking about. 
Some years ago I was asked to make the 
opening address for the “Advertising Clubs 
of the World,” at their Atlantic City meet- 
ing. Folks advertise to get buyers. So in 
order to get facts for my proposed address 
I wrote to all the great manufacturing es- 
tablishments and to all the greatest rail- 
roads. I wanted to tell the Ad men the 
kind of buyers likely to buy the goods 
advertised: 

I found every concern in manufacturing 
and transportation and utility went to the 
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church and Sunday school to get the pur- 
chasing agent and buyer. For. example: 
The : President of the Standard Oil Com- 
pany told me personally at dinner with him, 
that all their thirty-two purchasing agents 
came from the church and Sunday. school. 
The President of the International Har- 
vester.Company told me in his office that 
their. sixteen buyers came from the church 
and Sunday school —and I might add the 
head buyer has read these notes every week 
for years, as he is still in the Sunday school. 

The smart young man will “ketch on”! 


Some Examples.—No prophet ts ac- 
cepted tn his own country (v. 24). Other 
things change, but it is the same old human 
stuff since the beginning of man and the 
dawn of history. 

I have just been reading “Henry P. 
Davison, The Record of a Useful Life,” 
by his friend and associate, Thomas W. 
Lamont. A delightful book every young 
man should read. Henry P. Davison was 
the head of the Red Cross during the Great 
War, and raised the hundreds of millions 
of dollars for our boys across the sea. 

Harry’s Uncle, in whose little bank at 
Troy, Pa., Harry was a clerk, one :day 
“fired” him. “At the end of a plain talk 
his uncle told him he was a restless element 
—could never hope to succeed—no place 
for those qualities in a bank.” The “fired 
boy” of Troy became one of New York’s 
greatest bankers and one of America’s 
greatest men. The story of his way up 
is a fascinating one. Harry was a Sun- 
day school boy, liked to laugh and joke 
and make friends. 

The Scotch neighbors had small use 
for dour Tammus Carlyle, and never read 
his books. 

The great judge, Jeremiah Black, until 
his unexpected appointment to the bench, 
was, as a neighbor told the Governor, 
“just a briefless young lawyer who didn’t 
amount to much, and who spent his time 
loafing around town and the court house 
yard quoting Shakespeare and the Bible.” 

There was a vacancy in the judgeship, 
with two rival candidates and partisan feel- 
ing running high. One day the Governor 
got a letter telling him just what kind 
of man a judge ought to be. The letter 
was signed “J. Black.” The Governor sent 
for the representative from Somerset 
County, who was a neighbor, and asked, 
“Who is this J. Black?” The representa- 
tive from Somerset County told him as 
above, a one-horse small-town lawyer. 

“Well,” said the Governor, “any fellow 
who spends his time in Shakespeare and 
the Bible, and knows so well just what 
a good judge should be ought to make a 
good judge, and so I appoint J. Black, 
Judge.” He became Pennsylvania’s great- 
est jurist. Was Secretary of State and 
Chief Justice of Pennsylvania. 

The older readers will remember it was 
Judge Black who accepted Robert Inger- 
soll’s challenge to a religious debate, and 
gave the eloquent Robert the greatest 
verbal trouncing of his unbelieving life. 


Unchanging Humans.—Thrust him out 
.- . led him unto the brow of the hill... 
that they might cast him down headlong 
(v. 29).. This is an incident no faker of 
the: third or any other century could have 
invented. If you have never yet been’ con- 
vinced of a personal Devil you must be 
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so inthe light of this surprising outbreak. 

The. best young man: in all the village, 
and, behold, his fellow. villagers. want to 
break his neck for next to nothing.. Small 
wonder that even aside from this outburst 
of hate and murder the rest of Palestine 
seems to have been convinced .(as Nathaniel 
said), “Can there any good thing come 
out of Nazareth?” (John 1: 46.) 

But alas, the. sad fact remains - that: a 
man (or woman) can grow from childhood 
to manhood in a community, and lead a 
blameless and helpful life and he has reason 
to think the town and countryside are his 
active or passive friends. Then let him 
come out for some reform the rest have 
not yet warmed up to, and away they take 
him to the jumping off place — so to speak. 

The advanced abolitionist in a past gen- 
eration, The pacifist only a couple of 
decades ago. The pronounced prohibition- 
ist in the present generation. In 1932 and 
33 Wets were calling the Drys all sorts of 
mean names, and wet newspapers had their 
cartoonists drawing the most insulting pic- 
tures they could invent. All because the 
Drys want to save misery and wretchedness, 
not to themselves, but to the victims of 
the Wets. 

Worth while things are costly. It cost 
blood to kill sin. It cost blood to kill 
slavery. It cost blood to fight rum. Cal- 
vary (though Christ’s sacrifice for sin is 
unique and entirely different from any other 
sacrifice). Bull Run. Gettysburg. A hun- 
dred graves of the victims of bootleggers 
and rum runners. 

“Nazareth” is still trying to throw Right- 
eousness from the brow of the hill, and 
Jerusalem is always awaiting the Cross. 

CoATESVILLE, Pa. 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 

Beginning: Starting out. 

Discussion: What are some of the vital 
things necessary to making a right start 
in life—as, for instance: Purpose, the 
Spirit, consecration, preparation, 

Objective: Stepping out 


with Jesus 
Christ. 











AY, fellows, we are looking at Jesus 

“starting out” today, upon his life work. 
It is always interesting to get a glimpse of 
the starting of any great career. The boy- 
hood of Samuel, the young manhood of 
Saul, of David, of Daniel; and. in later 
times, of Washington, of Fulton, of Edi- 
son, and of Moody; the earlier days of 
these noted lives in which great purposes 
were forming in their minds and in their 
hearts which were to bear fruit that would 
revolutionize the life of their world and 
the generations to come. If that be true 
of these lives, how fine it is to have Luke 
draw aside the curtains and give us an 
authentic picture of the starting out of 
Jesus Christ upon the greatest of all careers 
since the world was made. And the pic- 
ture is drawn by Jesus himself, as he quotes 
one of the great prophets of the Old Tes- 
tament concerning himself. 

Anything that will help you to know 
Jesus better is a great privilege, because 
the better you know him the richer your 
life’ will be. This announcement of his 
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life purpose does that, for it is such a per- . 


fect key to his life that followed. All his 
announced purpose was perfectly carried 
out. He preached the Gospel to the poor, 
he healed the brokenhearted, he preached 
deliverance to the captives (in sin), he 
gave sight to the blind, he set at liberty 
them that were bruised, and he preached 
the acceptable year of the Lord. All that 
he did—and much more. He did it in 
spite of what would have been to anybody 
else overwhelming opposition. 

His was a benign ministry. Whatever 
he did to those he met was to help them, 
to heal, to lift up, to recreate. You will 
not find a single exception to this in all 
the record of his life. It was the day of 
grace. It is still the day of grace; and 
Jesus is still working to do every blessed 
thing for you and for the world that it is 
possible to imagine—and more. But the 
day of grace will not last always. Indeed, 
there are very definite signs that indicate 
it is near the end. When Jesus comes 
again he will not come as the babe laid 
in a manger, nor as the lowly Galilean 
plucking the corn for his meals and with 
no place to lay his head; but he will come 
as the Judge of all the earth. And all 
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those who failed to let him do for them 
what he could. do in his blessed day of 
grace will then find it too late, for it will 
be the day of judgment. 

I am sure that you fellows need to think 
on this. If you have not accepted this 
gracious Saviour, do it now while you may. 
“Now is the accepted time; behold, now is 
the day of salvation” (2 Cor. 6:2). If 
you are saved, then consider this for them 
who are not. Have you a friend or an 
acquaintance who does not know Jesus 
Christ? Go to him now, before it is too 
late, and tell him that Jesus is still work- 
ing, and there is yet an’ opportunity to 
accept his gracious offer of salvation, for 
it is still the day of grace. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Have a picture of your church. 











HAT building is this? 

Yes, it is. Do you love to come to 
this church? I’m glad you do. And I 
hope you'll be here every Sunday. Now 
I’m going to ask you something. If you 
moved away from this city and lived some- 
where else for several years, and came 
back here for a visit for a few days with 
some friends, would you come to. church 
and Sunday school here? You think you 
would. I hope so. I want you to remem- 
ber this, for many people move away and 
when they come back to town, they say, 
“Oh, yes, I used to go to that little church 
over there, but I don’t go to Sunday school 
any more; I’m too big now.” 

In our lesson today, we have the story 
of what Jesus did when he went home to 
Nazareth for a visit. Where did he go? 
Right to the church where he used to go; 
and as is often so, the people asked him 
to take part in the service, and he read 
the Scripture lesson, and spoke to them. 
But they didn’t treat him as we treat our 
home-town boys when they come back. 
They were angry at him, so angry they 
drove him out of the city, and they were 
going to catch him and throw him over 
a cliff, and kill him, but he slipped away 
from them. 

They just wouldn’t hear what he had to 
say to them. They hated him. And so 
many people today hate the Lord Jesus 
Christ, just as those neighbors and_ boy- 
hood friends of his in Nazareth did, be- 
cause they are not willing to hear what 
he tauzht. 

Jesus claimed to fulfill the prophecy of 
Isaiah, and read the prophecy in the church 
there, and they knew he was claiming to 
be the Son of God, and they would not 
believe him. And that is just what people 
will not believe today. They are willing 
to believe Jesus Christ was a good man, 
but not that he is God the Son. 

He is our Saviour, and we know he is 
the Son of God, and we worship him as 
our Lord, and obey his teachings. 

We have a beautiful Memory Verse, “I 
will hear what God the Lord will speak.” 
Let’s all print it on the paper, and hide it 
in our hearts also. 

Mopesto, Cat. 


Our church. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for January 26) 


1. No. Matthew, just after telling of the 
temptation, states that the Lord Jesus departed 
into Galilee after John was cast into prison. 
A year or more intervened between Luke 
13 and 4:14; the record of this year is in 
John 1: 29 to 4: 54. 

2. In both cases they asked if this was the 
carpenter’s son ; they were offended in him; 
and in both cases the Lord Jesus said that 
a prophet is not without honor save in his 
own country. But it seems quite evident that 
there were two visits, the one in Luke coming 
immediately before he went to Capernaum 
and made that his own city, as recorded also 
in Matthew 4:13; the other coming at a 
much later date (Mark 6:1). No miracles 
are mentioned in connection with the first 
visit, and during the second nothing is said 
about the attempt to put him to death. 


3. Because the P iy thecy of the “day of 
vengeance” (Isa. :2) will not be fulfilled 
until Christ’s ae advent. 

4. Because of the unbelief of the people 
(Matt. 13:54, 58) 

5. Many towns and cities regard the Gospel 
and the Christian Church much as Nazareth 
rezarded the Lord Jesus; it is a familiar thing 
that has little honor among them, and they 
do not recognize the supernatural character 
of the Church. These towns in America are 
unlike Nazareth. in that they are not enraged. 
to the extent of wanting to destroy the Gospel. 

6. The Church has substituted many things 
for the Gospel, such as social service, caring 
for material interests, ame Be of centering on 
saving men from sin and Satan, and having 
them born again. Along with this departure 
is the terrible departure from faith in the 
anointed Son of God and the infallible Word 
which he believed and preached. 


7. In Matthew (4:17, etc.) the preaching 
is recorded as a call to repent, for the kingdom 
is at hand. This is in accord with the char- 
zcter of Matthew’s Gospel, as presenting the 
messase from the standpoint of the Kingdom 
of Heaven. In Luk e, the message is the 
prench'ng of the Gospel to the poor, and the 
—— of the captives, as prophesied in 
saiah, 


8. In Capernaum, we have the record of 
the Lord carrying out his purpose as declared 
in Nazareth. He casts out the demons, thus 
delivering the captive; he set at liberty 
Simon’s wife’s mother from a great fever; he 
preached the Gospel to the poor throughout 
Galilee, healing those that were sick and blind, 

9. It foreshadowed his final rejection at 
Jerusalem. 

10. Nothing interfered with that purpose. 
He carried it out not only in spite of the 
rejection of Israel, but even more, because of 
it. The wrath of man is made to praise God. 





gi Children at Home 





Maithew's New Suit 
By A. O. Stott 


ATTHEW was excited. His Sunday 

school lesson had been about Elijah 
being fed by ravens; and anyone living in? 
India kriows how hard it is to imagine: 
birds like crows bringing bread and meat 
twice a day to a hungry man. Crows’ 
are the greatest thieves there, for, in some 
parts of India, no one can even carry any- 
thing eatable in the open for a few yards 
without hundreds of these big, hungry 
birds swocping down and knocking the 
plate or basket out of his hands. 

“God must have great power to close 
the mouth of a lion (as he did for Daniel) 
and a crow,” thouzht Matthew as he ran 
home to ask his mother about it. He was 
blessed in having a Christian home; his 
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father kept a small shop in the bazaar, 
and the boy knew how earnestly he tried 
to serve God every day. But business had 
been bad lately. 

Matthew’s home showed the pinch of 
poverty, for his mother and Granny worked 
very hard making paper fans, and the 
food was coarse and scanty. The chil- 
dren’s clothes had to be patched and turned 
about every way, and Matthew, who was a 
good looking boy, felt ashamed to wear 
such a mended coat and patched shirt. 
He complained bitterly to his mother one 
morning when he was just starting to 
school. 

“All the other boys have much better 
clothes and look down on me as if I were 
a sweeper’s son. What bitterness I have 
to eat!” 

His mother felt very sorry, too, but she 
only said, with a gentle smile: “Do not 
trouble about your clothes as long as they 
are clean and tidy, my son. I try to do 
my very best for you, but your honorable 
father’s shop makes no money at present.” 

Now Matthew was wondering much if a 


God who could do such a miracle as to , 


close the crows’ mouths, and make them 
deliver food, could not help him, too. Was 
he not able to supply him with a new 
suit of clothes,—turban, coat, shirt, and 
trousers, complete? He went into the 
house very busy thinking. 

“Where is my father?” he said, as his 
mother set down his bowl of rice and curry 
on the table. His father and he, Indian 
fashion, always ate their meals together 
first. Then his mother, Granny, and the 
three little sisters took what was left, after 
the men of the family had been satisfied. 

“Your father had to go off suddenly to 
Bombay this evening,” said his mother. 
“He will not be back for more than a 
week,” 

Bombay! That great big city where 
Matthew had heard there were all sorts 
of wonderful shops. Miles of bazaars, and 
every imaginable thing to be bought. -Had 
not Gopal, the rice merchant’s son, been 
there with his parents? All the- things 
he : described were almost too wonderful 
to be true. Matthew thought of Gopal’s 
smaft new suit and the way he had boasted 
over all the boys at school, but mostly over 
a small boy in a much patched coat and 
frayed turban! 

Hurriedly finishing his supper Matthew 
went outside to a quiet spot he knew by 
the river, and, kneeling down, he prayed 
earnestly. 

“O God, who could shut the mouths of 
those crows so that they didn’t want to 
eat Elijah’s meat, please put it into my 
father’s heart to buy me a new suit, like 
Gopal’s, in Bombay, who wearies me by 
saying, ‘Those boys whose fathers follow 
Jesus are always poorer than others, and 
every one looks down upon them.” 

It was a big request for Matthew to make 
at this time, for his father was sadly wor- 
ried as to how even to provide enough 
food for his family, let alone a suit of 
new clothes for his small son. But Mat- 
thew had no doubt but that a wonder- 
working God could grant his heart’s de- 
sire, 

He said to his mother next. morning: 
‘May it not be my father will. bring me 
back a fine new suit all complete from 
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Bombay? It is such a fine city, and every- 
thing can be got there.” 

“Foolish talk, child,” said his mother 
sharply. “Your father had not got a pice 
(copper coin) to spare on you. Let that 
idle thought be eaten up by the crows at 
once.” 

Matthew looked up quickly, though the 
Indian saying was familiar to him, but it 
gave him a queer thrill when his mother 
mentioned crows! 

“I do believe, oh! I do believe God will 
get Father to bring me that new suit,” he 
said with confidence. 

Letters, however, from Bombay were dis- 
couraging enough; business was very bad, 
food and lodging expensive, and Matthew’s 
father said he was coming back as soon 
as he could, for his journey had been in 
vain. 

He returned late one evening, and Mat- 
thew, much excited, rushed out to welcome 
his father at the gate. He could hardly 
wait to greet him properly before saying, 

“Oh, my father, where is the new suit 
of clothes you have bought for me?” 

His father gazed at him in astonish- 
ment. “My son, how do you know I have 
anything for you?” 

“Because I asked God for them,” said 
his little son earnestly. “He who made 
the crows bring Elijah his food, and not 
to eat it themselves by the way.” 

“This is wonderful indeed,” his father 
said. “It is true, the suit is in my bag. 
I hadn’t a single pice to spare, but yester- 
day I met an old friend in Bombay. He 
previded me with a good meal, and as 
we ate together he said, ‘What is the 
age of your only son?’ When I told him, 
he remarked, ‘Nine years and eleven months 
and a half. Then he will soon be having 
a birthday. Truly, I must send him a new 
suit of clothes to honor the day,’ and there- 
upon we went to the bazaar and that is 
how you have your suit, my son.” 

Matthew was overjoyed, especially when 
he got out the clothes and saw himself 
dressed in them. 

“Oh! my father, I knew God would hear 
my prayer. He can do anything, you know.” 

“Yes, my son, if it be his will. Truly 
none of us ought to lose heart, but go on 
patiently trusting him in spite of difficulty.” 

So Matthew got his heart’s desire; but 
better still his father’s faith was encour- 
aged, and though times continued to be 
hard enough, yet the sight of Matthew 
proudly wearing his new clothes seemed 
to give him fresh hope. 

Granny and his mother, busy making 
their fans, were cheered up to do their 
very best. His father took heart, and 
things began to improve for them day by 
day. 

Matthew’s new suit was indeed a bless- 
ing to his family, as a sign that God had 
heard and answered the prayer of faith 
made by a little boy who had dared believe 
him. 

Worrtnuinc, Sussex, Enc. 


We have far too poor a conception of the 
intimacy with our God which he desires 
should be habitual. We are satisfied with 
too little and so we know tco little of the 
light in the woods of life — that light which 
is always there-—Amy Carmichael. 
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write for Bennett's program which contains the 
most comprehensive and inexpensive tours of 
Norway —Sweden—Denmark— Finland— priced 
as low as $36—and arranged by the foremost 
Scandinavian Travel Specialists with 12 offices 

in the Scandinavian countries, 
BENNETT'S TRAVEL BUREAU, INC. 

Head Office, Oslo, Norway 

‘ Founpvep 1850 

$80 Sth Avenue (cor. 47th) 
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in Western Canada. 
Our Mission, Est. 25 
yrs. is the only Mission carrying the Gospel to 
this people. Your prayerful and financial help 
urgently needed. ndly communicate, with 
Rev. Hugo Spitzer, Western Canada Mission | 
to the Jews, 158 Aikins St., Winnipeg, Canada 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. . 











February 2. Purposes of Our Society. 1 Cor. 
12; 1-12, (Christian Endeavor Day.) 





Sunday, January 26 


Basic Principles of Our Church 
(Eph. 2 : 19-22) 
(Denominational Day. Beginning :Chris- 
tian Endeavor Week) 





Mon.—A teaching ministry (1 Cor. 12: 27- 
31). 

Tues.—A diversified ministry (1 Cor. 12: 
14-27). 

Wed.—Efficient organization (1 Pet. 5: 1- 
$). 

Thurs.—Effective discipline (Matt. 18 :-15- 
20). 


Fri—Ficxible orgoniz*tion (Acts 6 : 1-8). 
Sat.—A unified church (Eph. 1 : 27-30). 











SURPRISING number of young peo- 

ple, if asked why they belong to a 
particular denomination, would have -to 
reply that, “Mother and Father belong to 
that denomination, and I was brought up 
in that church”; or that a certain church 
was the most convenient one in their 
neighborhood and they automatically -be- 
gan to attend and later joined that church, 
or some other such reason of convenience 
or environment, 

It is fitting then, at the beginning of 
Christian Endeavor. Week, that we should 
think about the particular denomination to 
which we belong, not, however, with ‘the 
idea of basking in any fancied superiority. 
First, we may consider our particular .de- 
nomination in order that we may know 
how it came into being and what it. stands 
for, and, second, that we may. recognize 
that all Protestant evangelical denomina- 
tions have certain basic principles in com- 
mon, and that these have their foundation 
in the Word of God. 


se 
One ‘thing is clear as we read the ‘New 
Testament references to the Church, re- 
gardless of the man-made, denominational 
labels we may put upon ourselves, every 
one who sincerely believes in the Lord 
Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour is a 
member of what the New Testament calls 
the “Church,” the ecclesia, or the “called 
out ones” (1 Cor, 12: 12-14, 27; 1 Cor. 
10:17). 
bd 


Another basic principle to which every 
true Christian church can subscribe is ‘that 
the Lord Jesus is the Head, and this Head 
is one with the body (1 Cor, 12:.12, R. 
Vis "Eoh. 1:22). 

We have an illustration of this oneness 
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between the head and the body in Acts 9, 
verses 4 and 5. Paul had been persecut- 
ing the Christians. As far as we have 
record, he did nothing to the Lord Jesus 
personally during his earthly life that 
could be called persecution. Yet when the 
glorified Christ spoke to Paul on the road 
to Damascus, he asked him, “Why perse- 
cutest thou me?” Paul’s persecution of 


the Church was also a persecution of its 
Head. 
b 4 


Still another great principle concerning 
the Church is the oneness and inter-rela- 
tionship of all its members (1 Cor. 12: 
26; Eph. 2: 19-22). All do not have the 
same work, nor do all hold the same posi- 
tion or office in the Church (Rom. 12: 
4, 5). God recognizes some as apostles, 
or special ambassadors, others as prophets 
or proclaimers of his Word, some as 
teachers, some as pastors, and the like (1 
Cor, 12: 27-30). Yet each member is so 
related to the cchers that when one suffers, 
and when one is honored all are honored 
Ct Cor. 13: 2). 


But if the true Church is made up of all 
believers, why do we have denominations ? 
Is their membership identical with that of 


the true Church? It should be. But be- 


cause of the carelessness or indifference of 
some, all members of a denomination are 
not necessarily members of the true Church 
of Christ. When a denominational church 
permits persons to enter its membership 
without requiring them first to accept and 
acknowledge the Lord Jesus. Christ as per- 
sonal Saviour, then such persons may have 
their names upon a denominational roll and 
yet not be members of the true Church of 
Christ, 
og 


We must not get the idea, however, that 
denominationalism is necessarily an evil in 
itself. God has markedly used denomina- 
tions. Practically every evangelical de- 
nomination of the Christian church has 
come into being through the need of em- 
phasizing some great Scriptural truth that 
was in danger of being submerged or 
neglected. Nearly all hold, at least in their 
doctrinal statements, to the great funda- 
mentals of the Christian faith, Through 
denominational work the Gospel has been 
carried to many far-off places. Only when 
denominationalism pulls away from God’s 
Word and his methods does it become dan- 
gerous. 

oe 


With the help of your pastor, or your 
adult counselor, and your prayer meeting 
committee, you should find out when and 
where your particular denomination had 
its beginning, and who were the persons 
responsible for such a beginning. You 
might list briefly and concisely some of 
the principles for which your denomination 
stands, and which differentiate it from 
other evangelical denominations. You might 
also tell just how iar these principles are 
still important factors in the life of your 
denomination today, and give some of the 
ways in which your denomination has been 
especially used of God. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Curistian Youts is the Times weekly 
paper for young people. 
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The Answers of Jesus to Job. By G. 
Campbell Morgan, D.D. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York, $1.25.) The Book 
of Job is an agonizing mark of interro- 
gation and therein it mirrors human life. 
It really gives at the end no satisfying 
solution to the problem of suffering. This 
will not come in its fullness until in God’s 
light we see light. But Dr. Campbell Mor- 
gan has shown in his little book of medita- 
tations how the Lord Jesus has answered 
enough of the question to give us assurance 
for the life to come and peace here. This 
is indicated by placing at the heads of 
chapters the cries of Job and the answers 
of our Lord. This is an original and ten- 
der exposition. It makes clear how the 
New Testament fulfills the Old and how 
the coming of Christ was good tidings of 
great joy to all who looked for redemption 
in Jerusalem. 


The Fine Art of Soul-Winn‘ng. By Wil- 
liam Wistar Hamilton. (Sunday School 
Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, 
Nashville, Tenn., 40 cents and 60 cents.) 
This fine and thorough book by the presi- 
dent of the Eaptist Institute of New Or- 
leans is designed and arranged to be used 
as a textbook in a workers’ training course. 
Each chapter is well outlined, and at the 
end of the volume there is a group of 
examination questions on each chapter. It 
is a vital book, the subject handled in a 
manner entirely Scriptural, the presentation 
readable and pleasing and interspersed with 
interesting illustrations. It would seem 
hardly possible for one who is tru!ty a child 
of God to read it without becoming imbued 
with a desire to go out and win others. 

Dr. Hamilton, like one skilled in diag- 
nosis, often lays his finger on the very 
thing that is hindering efficient soul-win- 
ning. His opening proposition is that the 
first essential is assurance of one’s own 
salvation, based upon the promises of Scrip- 
ture, evidenced by the inner witness and 
the newness of life, which in turn is mani- 
fested by the daily walk and new desires 
and affections. He acknowledges that “it 
takes more courage to face an individual 
than an audience, and the Devil takes the 
force out of many a Christian’s life by 
making him excessively anxious about cour- 
tesy and tact.” The Lord Jesus said, “I 
have meat to eat that ye know not of,” and 
anyone who has led a soul to him under- 
stands what he meant. Dr. Hamilton cites 
the young convert who went out and won 
another and then exclaimed, “I don’t know 
which is the greater happiness—to be 
saved myself, or to help another to find 
Christ.” 


Between Two Centuries. By Dana M. 
Albaugh. (Judson Press, Philadelphia, cloth 
$1, paper 60 cents.) Nowhere in all fiction, 
in all books of travel and adventure, in 
all the biographies of the world’s great, 
are there to be found, at least for the 
Christian who really glories in the cross 
and its triumphs, tales of more breathless 
interest, humor and pathos more appealing, 
than in the annals of the conquests of 
Christian missions within: the last one hun- 
dred years. It is almost past belief. the 
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distance the Church has traveled in a-single 
century. “Just about one hundred years 
ago a church in Illinois passed the follow- 
ing resolution: Resolved: That Mrs. 
Justis Rider and Miss Phoebe Harris be ex- 
pelled fromthe Baptist Church because 
they favor Sunday schools which are not 
mentioned in the Bible .and because they 
have harbored a missionary.” 


Mr. Albaugh has sketched in this vol- 


ume the work of American Baptists in 
four of their leading fields, Assam, South 
India, Bengal-Orissa, and South China. 
The work is delightfully well done. Even 
the events best known to those who have 
followed the course of events hold the im- 
agination. 

It is as if one were hearing for the first 
time the story of the long, heart-breaking, 
apparently fruitless years of fighting for 
the very life of the Lone Star Mission, 
crowned at last by the pentecostal ingath- 
ering of 1878. Who that has read of the 
crisis when Dr. and Mrs. Clough faced the 
momentous question of admitting caste and 
outcaste to the same church, of how upon 
retiring separately to seek divine guidance 
each was led to the same passage, 1 Cor- 
inthians 1: 26-29, can fail to feel his own 
faith strengthened by such a glimpse of 
the finger of God pointing the way? — 
especially when in our day comes the tes- 
timony that the caste people “are being 
converted, hundreds of them, because of 
the demonstration of the power of Christ 
in the lives of outcastes.” 

Some readers may take exception to 
the author’s oft-repeated “problem of 
Christianizing the world,” and some may 
not entirely agree with his conclusions as 
to the duties and demands of the century 
ahead, but all must rejoice most fervently 
in the presentation of the annals of the 
century just closing. 


Everyday Life Stories. By Ethel Maltby 
Gehres. (John C. Winston Co., Philadel- 
phia, 60 cents.) More than a hundred 
actual photographs from real life give 
charm and distinction to the most alluring 
kind of first reader for the child from. five 
to seven years. The pictures are in series, 
Ruth with “Tabby” and her kittens, Joe 
with his dog “Wag,” pictures of cows, 
sheep, pigs, and horses ona real farm, 
and finally illustrations of the trip of Ruth 
and Nancy to the shoe store. The text 
accompanying each picture is a continuous 
story, and is in clear, large type. It will 
be found of unfailing interest to the child 
who is just beginning to read. 


Studies in Colossians. By E. Y. Mullins. 
(Sunday School Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, Nashville, Tenn. ; cloth 
60 cents, paper 40 cents.) Colossians is 
one of the most profound of all the Epis- 
tles of Pau'. Here is a fine study of this 
Letter by one of the great leaders of the 
Southern Baptist Church. The late Dr. 
Mullins was for many years president of 
the Southern Theological Seminary, at 
Louisville, Ky. His scholarly attainments 
have been put to the test in the writing of 
this volume, The editors have taken this 
from a larger volume of the author’s, 
and have followed each chapter with a set 
of: questions, which lead one back to the 
Bible. ¥ 

Colossians is kept before the reader as 
a whole, and yet each section is carefully 
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studied. In a.clear, concise; interesting, 
and convincing manner the author expounds 
Paul’s: urgent appeal and tactful: and win- 
ning method of approach, along with his 
strong positive teaching. As. Gnosticism 
is combatted, the all-important fact is 
emphasized that Christ is the only Mediator. 
This volume will enable students to mas- 
ter the text of Colossians, and many will 
be brought face-to face -with the question 
of how far-Christ has mastered their lives. 


Robert Laws of Livingstonia. By James 
Johnston, F.R.H.S. (Pickering and Inglis, 
229 Bothwell St., Glasgow, 2 shillings.) 
Dan Crawford referred to Livingstonia as 
“God’s lighthouse shining true.” “And 
lighthouse,” he said, “is the true metaphor 
to symbolize Dr. Laws’ work out there; 


- lighthouses do not ring bells and fire can- 


nons to call attention to their shining; they 
just shine out.” David Livingstone him- 
self hardly encountered greater difficulties 
and discouragements at the beginning of his 
career than did his worthy successor, Rob- 
ert Laws. When every circumstance seemed 
against his resolve to become a missionary, 
he said, “I will set twenty years before 
me. I hope by that time to be ready for 
work abroad.” When in his old age he 
had seen results even beyond the dreams 
and hopes of Livingstone, he was asked if 
he had ever expected to see such results. 
His reply was: “Yes, I never doubted, 
even in the darkest days, that all would 
come right. I had God’s word for it, and 
that was enough for me. . . . Difficulties 
are in our way to be overcome, and when 
they are to be overcome for the advance- 
ment of Christ’s Kingdom we shirk them 
at our peril.” That is exactly the spirit 
that shines out from the calm, fine face 
which greets you in the frontispiece of this 
account of his work. It is a face to study, 
and a single look at it is enough to make 
one want to read the book. 


4 
A. New Bible Memory Course 


HE first two booklets in what promises 

to be an unusually fine memory course 
have just been issued by the American 
Sunday School Union. They set forth in 
an orderly manner what the Bible has to 
say about itself and the great truths of 
the Christian life. 

The booklet on “The Bible Itself” gives 
four or five verses, with references, under 
each of sixteen topics in Section 1. Some 
of the topics are: “The Bible — God’s 
Word”; “The Bible is Everlasting” ; “How 
the Bible Came to Us”; “Why We Should 
Memorize Scripture” ; “Rewards for Obey- 
ing God’s Word.” Section 2 gives the 
names of the Books of the Old and New 
Testaments, several longer passages of 
Scripture bearing on the Bible, and three 
hymns to be committed to memory. Sec- 
tion 3 contains examination questions to 
which the answers are to be written, and 
instructions telling how the student is to 
be marked. 

“The Way of the Christian Life” is the 
subject of the other booklet, and the ar- 
rangement is the same as in the first one. 
Some: of the topics here are: 
is the Way,” “Sin .Separates from. God,” 
“Salvation Through Christ,” “Jesus Christ 
the Only Saviour,” “How to Accept Christ 





“Christ . 
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as Saviour.” There are fifteen ‘topics in - 
this section, with several verses under each 
heading. Section 2. gives Romans 5 and 
8 in full, and two hymns to be memorized. 
Section 3 is.a written examination. 

At the end of each of these booklets is 
a certificate to be filled in with the name 
of the one who has done the memory work, 
the number of points he has earned, and 
the signature of. the teacher or sponsor. 
Instructions are given showing how to 
grade the students. 

The Union Bible Memory Course, of 
which these two booklets are the first of 
a series, provides an effective method of 
memorizing Scripture for use in churches, 
Sunday schools, Daily Vacation Bible 
Schools, and for individuals; and at the 
same time it implants in the mind some 
of the great doctrines of Scripture by means 
of a systematic arrangement of the texts. 
The booklets may be obtained at 5 cents 
each from the American Sunday School 
Union, 1816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sundav School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


January 20 to 26 


Mon.—Luke 4: 16-21. A Scriptural Ministry. 

Prayer Succrstions: Our Lord’s earthly 
ministry in all its phases and parts was 
“according to the scriptures.” All that he 
was, and said, and did was according to 
the Word. Adherence to divine revelation 
marks a good minister. The Word is the 
touchstone of a good minister and a good 
sermon. A Scriptural ministry is safe, 
sure, and efficient. The surest way to 
fasten attention on things divine is to “find 
the place where it is written,” and preach 
in the power of the Spirit. Pray for your 
own minister. 


Tues.—Luke 4 : 22-30. A Faithful Preacher, . 
Prayer Succestions: Our Lord, “the 

first Gospel preacher,” was straightforward, 

and always confirmed the Word of God. 
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These facts appear in his “home-town ser- 
mon.” His plain, bold, and faithful utter- 
ances were attended by the power of the 
Holy Ghost, and exposed the corruption 


in religious hearts. “They were filled with 
wrath” because he was filled with grace. 
A faithful preacher has the Faithful One 
at his side. Pray that your preacher may 
be faithful. 


Wed.—Mark 12: 28-34. The Way of Life. 

Prayer Succestions: Christ is the Way 
of Life. He alone saves. Men may know 
the truth intellectually, and yet perish in 
sin. The young ruler had a clear concep- 
tion of doctrines, and won Christ’s com- 
mendation; but Christ’s commendation did 
not save him. A man may take his intel- 
lectually illuminated mind with him to per- 
dition. Many will receive Christ’s doctrine 
who never receive him as their Saviour. 
Pray for all who are “not far from the 
kingdom.” 


Thurs.—John 5 : 30-38. What Jesus Came to Do. 
Prayer Succrstions: “I seek... the 
will of the Father which hath sent me.” 
The will to do God’s will is from the 
Lord. “I delight to do thy will, O my 
God: yea, thy law is within my heart” 
(Psa. 40:8; Heb. 10:7). The obedience 
of Christ even unto death, even the death 
of the cross, was the end for which he came 
forth. The capstone of the submissive life 
of the Lamb of God was atonement for sin, 
to give his life “a ransom for many.” Pray 
for a Scriptural understanding of God’s will 
for your life. 
Fri—Philippians 1: 12-21. A Life Purpose. 
Prayer Succestions: “To me to live 
is Christ.” Christ is our life and perfec- 
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tion. An analysis of Paul’s life reveals that 
all his springs were in Christ Jesus. 
Through his weakness Christ exhibited his 
strength; through his personality he mani- 
fested the wondrous power of his resurrec- 
tion. Is Christ your life and goal? Pray- 
that you may know more fully the power 
of his resurrection. 


Sat.—Luke 18 : 18-30. A Life Investment, 

PraYER Succestions: “Thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven.” Men sometimes hide 
from Christ behind barricades of gold. The 
young ruler shut himself away from Christ 
through his riches. “He was very rich.” 
Money to him was a temptation and a 
snare. Christ who left the Glory for our 
salvation would have us leave fancied riches 
for eternal treasures, — “manifold more in 
this present time, and in the world to come 
life everlasting.” Pray for a fresh glimpse 
of “the recompense of reward.” 


Sun.—Isaiah 61 : 1-3, 10, 11. The Spirit of Christ. 

Prayer Succestions: “The Lord God 
will cause righteousness and praise to 
spring forth.” The Spirit of God is the 
life of spiritual life. What the human spirit 
is to natural ‘life and labor, the Holy Spirit 
is to Christian living and work. All the 
virtue we possess is his alone. Our great 
work is little; but even his little work is 
marvelous. Christ’s power to preach, bind 
broken hearts, release captives, exchange 
beauty for ashes was from the Spirit. Be 
filled with the Spirit. Pray for a fresh 
anointing for your work, 
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